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Division  Artillery,  Period  Ending  31  January  1969  (U) 
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1.  Subject  report  is  forwArded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending  31 
January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (HI) 

SECTION  I  (C)  Significant  Organization  or  Unit  Activities 

1.  (C)  General;  During  the  period  1  Nov  68  -  31  Jan  69  the  iith  Infantry- 
Division  Artillery  continued  its  participation  in  Operation  MacArthur.  For 
a  portion  of  this  period  2k  December  1968  to  3  January  1 969,  elements  of  the 
Division  Artillery  participated  in  Operation  Vinner  with  the  1st  Brigade, 
kth  Infantry  Division  in  the  SOUI  DOI  area. 

a.  Task  Organization  for  Operation  MacArthur  is  shown  at  Inclosure  1* 

b.  Commanders  and  key  staffs  as  of  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  are 
shown  at  Inclosure  2. 

c.  Mission;  The  mission  of  the  Artillery  was  to  support  the  Lth  Infantry- 
Division  with  available  artillery,  radar,  automatic  weapons,  searchlights  and 
meteorological  resources . 

2,  (C)  INTELLIGENCE 

a.  General;  The  area  of  operations  for  the  Ijth  Infantry  Division  during 
the  period  was  the  Central  Highlands  of  SOUTH  VIETNAM  in  KONTUM,  PLEIKU,  and 
DARLAC  PROVINCES.  All  throe  provinces  are  characterized  by  steep  mountains 
with  heavily  vegetated  and  canopied  areas  of  teak,  mahogany  and  bamboo.  The 
orientation  of  ground  units  moving  through  dense  growth  continued  to  be  a 
problem.  Artillery  was  used  as  an  aid  to  land  navigation  by  employing  on  call 
artillery  marking  rounds.  Artillery  fire  continued  to  be  adjusted  by  sound 
when  terrain  and  vegetation  limited  visibility.  The  reporting  period  contin¬ 
ued  to  show  that  the  enemy  still  has  the  capability  of  conducting  mining  ac¬ 
tivities,  attacks  by  fire,  and  ambushes  throughout  the  Division  Area  of  Opera¬ 
tions,  Increased  uco  of  IRP  and  C5F  teams  by  US  forces  have  greatly  hampered 
enony  tactical  guerilla  warfare  by  destroying  his  infiltration  corridors, 
supply  caches  and  base  camp  areas.  Air  strikes,  B-$2  strikes  and  the  CHSIU 
HOI  program  have  continued  to  have  an  adverse  effect  on  VC/NVA  morale.  The 
enemy  did  not  mount  ary  major  attacks  during  the  election  week  or  during  the 
Christmas-New  Year  holiday  period  as  had  been  predicted.  Large  caches  of  food 
and  weapons  captured  during  the  reporting  period  has  made  it  increasingly 
difficult  for  the  enemy  to  initiate  major,  sustained  attacks  although  ho  still 
retains  the  ability  to  conduct  mining,  ambushes,  and  attacks  by  fire  through¬ 
out  the  Division  Area  of  Operations, 
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CONFIDENTIAL  i 

AVDDD-AC  31  January  1969  . , 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  ending 
31  January  1969.  RCS  CS?OR_65  (Rl) 

b»  KDNTUN  PROVINGS 


(l)  During  the  veek  of  28  0ct  -  3  Nov,  activity  centered  in  the  BEN 
HEf  -  DAK  TO  area  with  heavy  attacks  by  fire  on  3 EH  HET  and  FSB  29.  There 
wore  3ix  attacks  by  firs,  seventeen  ground  to  air  incidents,  eight  contacts 
and  three  mining  incidents.  The  attacks  by  fire  and  ground  to  air  incidents 
wore  attributed  to  dements  of  the  40th  NVA  Arty  Regt  and  the  minings  to 
local  force  VC  units,  FSB  29  recoivcd  82imr.  mortar  and  75 mm  recoilless  rifle 
attack  that  resulted^ in  one  US  killed  and  six  US  ’.rounded  when  20  of  100 
rounds  impacted  within  the  perimeter  on  29  Set.  BEN  HET  SF  CAMP  at  YB  873  25/ 
received  40  x  82iom  mortar  rounds  that  destroyed  a  2-|-  ton  truck  and  a  water 
trailer  on  29  Oct.  An  airstriko  destroyed  one  mortar  position  at  YB  S/jO  300, 


On  31  Oct,  BEN  HET  received  four  122nti  rockets  that  landed  inside  the  perimeter. 
On  1  Nov  an  aircraft  attempting  to  extract  a  LR?  was  hit  and  crashed  while 
trying  to  return  to  3EN  HET,  Both  crew  and  aircraft  were  extracted.  The  LRP 
Team  with  two  wounded  was  extracted  from  the  contact  area  at  YB  815  194.  On 


2  Nov  FSB  29  received  135  rounds  of  mixed  recoillcss  rifle,  82mm  and  122mra 
mortar  and  105  howitzer  fire  that  landed  inside  tho  perimeter.  This  attack 
was  the  first  confirmed  instance  of  lO^mm  howitzers  employed  against  Allied 
Forces  in  the  Central  Highlands,  There  wore  4  US  wounded,  one  ammo  pit,  one 
AN/HPQ-4  .radar,  two  FOL  blivets,  tiro  water  trailbrs  and  sovcral  bunkers  des¬ 
troyed  and  ono  81r.m  mortar  damaged  in  tho  attack.  On  2  Nov  C/3-1 2 'Inf,  inserted 
at  YB  809  299  to  reinforce  an  Aerial  Rifle  Platoon,  made  contact  and  killed 
two  NVA,  d/3-12  Inf,  conducting  a  bomb  damago  assos3mont  near  YB  824  285' 
received  fire  from  an  estimated  reinforced  squad.  The  contact  resulted  in  two 
US  killed,  eight  US  wounded  ana  three  KVA  .killed.  Lack  of  follow  up  attacks 
or  significant  probes  indicated  the  absence  of  major  infantry  units  in  the 
area.  Activity  in  the  KDNTUM  CITY  area  was  relatively  light  with  only  one 
mining  incident  that  damaged  the  right  front  wheel  of  a  5  ton  truclc  near 
ZB  073  174.  The  significant  incidents  of  the  week  of  4-10  Nov  centered  in  tho 
BEN  HET  SF  CAHP  and  PLEI  TRAP  ROAD  areas.  On  4  N0v,  BEN  HET  received  13 
rounds  (6  duds)  of  122nr?i  rocket  fire  that  wounded  one  US  and  one  CSF,  FSB  29 


received  100  rounds  of  mixed  105mm  artillery,  82mm  mortar  and  75mn  recoilless 
rifle  fire  that  wounded  six  US  soldiers.  During  tho  remainder  of  the  week  an 
additional  total  of  29  rounds  of  mixed  82mm.  mortal’  and  75mm  recoilless  rifle 


fire  were  fired  on  FS3  29.  These  attacks  by  fire  were  attributed  to  elements 
of  tho  40th  NVA  Artillery  Regiment,  Vehicular  traffic  along  the.  Plei  Trap 
Road  showed  a  significant  increase  during  the  week.  Extensive  use  of  the  road 
was  observed  from  YB  7207  to  the  midpoint  of  the  road  near  YA  6476,  and  the 
southern  portion  of  tho  road  showed  evidence  of  light  traffic.  On  4  Nov 
reconnaissance  aircraft  received  intense  .30  and  .50  Cal  ground  to  air  fire 
from  YB  731  053.  On  6  Nov  a  reconnaissance  aircraft  sighted  a  convoy  of  zi: 
trucks  and  four  T-62  Soviet  tanks.  Artillery,  airstrikes  and  B-52  strikes 
were  employed  in  the  area..  Additional  visual  reconnaissance  of  the  road  indi¬ 
cated  road  repairs  and  fresh  construction  of  new  positions  in  addition  to  the 
vehicular  traffic.  The  KONTUM  CITY  area  had  only  one  incident  reported  when 
LZ  MARY  LOU  received  tvo  rounds  of  82mm  mortal’  fire  and  light  small'  arms  fire. 
A  total  of  fourteen  mines  vsrc  found  along  Highway  14,  Ono  tank  from  2-1  Cav 
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was  lightly  damaged  when  it  hit  u  plastic  nine  near  YA  207  960  on  6  n'ov, 

Tho  socond  incidont  took  placo  on  10  Nov  when  a  5  ton  truck  from  124th  Trans¬ 
portation  Bn  was  lightly  damaged  after  hitting  an  unidentified  mine  near  48 
153  095.  The  remaining  twelve  mines  were  found  before  vehicles  were  damaged. 
One  Mcmtagnard  boy  pointed  out  six  of  the  mines  on  7  Nov  at  YB  147  150. 

(2)'  Activity  in  KDHTUM  was  relatively  light  during  the  week  of  11-17 


Nov,  except  for  FSB  29  and  the  PLEI  TRAP  ROAD  area.  There  was  one  mining 
incident  at  YB  892  272  and  one  attack  by  fire  on  0?  5  at  AR  864  997.  The  mino 
was  found  and  destroyed  in  place  on  V  Nov  and  tho  OP  received  mortar  and 
small  arms  fire  from  an  unknown  size  op.evy  force  that  killed  five  ARVNs  and 
wounded  one  ARVI'I.  FSB  29  was  again  the  targot  of  enemy  artillery  and  received 
125  rounds  of  mixed  57mm  and  75mm  recoilless  rifle,  82m  mortar,  and  105mm 
artillery  fire  that  wounded  t wo  US  soldiers,  destroyed  one  106mm  rccoilless 
rifle  and  the  main  ASP  and  damaged  one  81mm  mortar  on  11  Nov.  On  12  Nov  tho 
oncry  again  attacked  using  75m  rocoilloss  rifle  and  82nn  mortars  from  YB  824 
210,  approximately  2  kilometers  south  of  FSB  29.  An  airstrilco  against  this 
targe b  produced  a  secondary  explosion  that  sent  black  smoko -500  feet  into  the 
air.  Evacuation  of  FSB  29  was  completed  without  incidont  on  12  Nov.  LRP  teams 
operating  along  tho  PLEI  TRAP  ROAD  confirmed  Rod  Hazo  and  APD  sonsings  that 
indicated  largo  enemy  forces  along  tho  road  from  its  entry  point  into  SOUTH 
VIETNAM,  YB  7207,  to  YA  7389,  approximately  18  kilometers  south.  Largo  work 
forces  and  repair  teams  were  observed  15  Nov.  Activity  increased  this  week  with 
six  attacks  by  fire,  throe  contacts  and  a  total  of  17  minings,  DAK  PEK  SF  CAMP 
received  two  3_40  rounds  on  22  Nov  when  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  hit  the 
camp.  Small  arms  fire  was  exchanged  with  no  casualties.  DAK  SEANC-  had  two 
incidents,  the  first  on  19  Nov  when  a  CSF  unit  made  contact  with  an  estimated 
NVA  company  and  tho  socond  on  22  Nov  when  2-3  VC  attempted  to  probo  tho  DAK 
SKA NO  porimotor.  Activity  in  the  6EN  HAT  _  DAK  TO  area  resumed  after  a  short 
lull,  BEN  HET  SF  CrJ'l?  rccoivod  mortar  and  recoPless  rifle  fire  18,  20,  and 
21  Nov.  Only  sovon  of  tho  twonty  rounds  landed  incido  tho  perimeter.  On  21 
Nov,  a  SRP  from  D/3_i2  Inf  found  a  small  ammunition  cacho  containing  35  x  82mm 
mortar  rounds  and  12  fuzc3.  Intensive  roconnaissonco  of  tho  PLEI  TRAP  ROAD 
confirmed  tho  continued  uso  of  the  road  by  onory  vohiclcs  and  personnel, 
Airstrikos  producod  sovon  secondary  explosions  and  photo  analysis  revealed  two 
tracked  vohiclos  at  YB  746  035.  On  22  Nov  a  tank  was  observed  vicinity  "f A  744 
972.  Tho  tank  avoided  rockets,  artillery,  and  airstrikos  by  moving  into  heavy 
underbrush.  Activity  in  tho  KDHTUM  CITY  area  was  relativoly  light  with  one 
attack  by. fire  on  an  OP  at  AR  823  960  that  received  six  rounds  of  82nm  mortar 
fire  on  18  Nov,  Elements  of  the  42nd  ARVN  Rogt  mado  contact  with  4-5  indivi¬ 
duals  at  BR  046  743 >  Individuals  broke  contact  immediately  and  friendly  ele- 
nonts  found  an  abandoned  100  bod  oncry  hospital  complex.  During  the  vjeek  or 
25  Nov  to  01  Dec,  action  was  light.  DAK  PEK  SF  CAMP  received  a  squad  size 
probe  on  29  Nov  and  on  30  N0v  CSF  elements  killed  ono  VC  noar  YB  873  673. 

Two  rounds  of  82am  mortar  wore  received  by  a  DAK  TO  OP  on  25  Nov  vicinity  of 
ZB  078  278,  Oporation • "DEAD  END”  in  the  PLEI  TRAP  VALLEY  revoalod  two  explo¬ 
sives  caches  at  YB  739  031  and  YB  739  052  on  '25  and  26  Nov,  respectively, 
Fortifications,  bridgos  and  roads  were  destroyed  in  the  area.  The  4th  Engr  Bn 
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constructed  an  abatis  fren  YB  744  022  to  YB  746  025  on  27  Nov  effectively 
closing  tho  northern  portion  of  bha  road  to  vehicular  Tanic  and.  greatly 
hindoring  the  movement  of  men  and  supplies  to  and  from  the  tri-bordor  area. 

On  25  Nov,  POLE I  KRONG  vill ago,  24  102  913#  was  attacked  by  10-15  terrorists 
who  employed  small  arms,  B-40  rockets  and  hand  grenades  beforo  distributing 
propaganda  leaflets, 

(3)  During  the  week  of  2-8  Dec,  activity  in  KONTUM  was  generally 
light  with  no  incidents  reported  in  DAK  PEK  and  DAK  SEAMG  areas  and  a  .slight- 
increase  in  the  BEN  HET  -  POLEI  KLENG  area.  On  6  Dec,  radar  on  FSB  12  de¬ 
tected  two  aircraft  that  landed  near  YB  836  266.  Twenty  rounds  of  artillery 
were  fired  on  the  area  with  unknown  results  and  C/7- 17  Cav  observed  Imprints 
from  a  heavily  laden  aircraft  on  7  Doc.  BEN  HET  SF  CAM?  received  1.+  x  82mn 
mortar  '  and  10  x  75bm  recoil less  rifle  fire  on  7  and 

8  Dec  with  ail  rounds  landing  outside  the  perimeter.  FSB  29  received  six 
rounds  of  mortar  fire  on  2  Dec  with  unknown  effect  since  vhe  Las*-*  was  unoccu¬ 
pied  by  ary  friendly  forces.  The  enemy  has  continued  to  use  the  ?IEi  TRAP 
ROAD  for  foot  traffic,  but  has  not  removod  the  obstacles  emplaced  during 
OPERATION  DEAD  END.  Headhunter  aircraft  observed  signs  of  foot  traffic  on  3 
Dec  near  YB  733  040,  On  7  Doc,  unusually  heavy  Red  Hase  readings  we re  recor¬ 
ded  on  both  sides  on  the  road  from  YB  7501  to  YB  7593.  Heavy  .50  caliber 
anti-aircraft  fire  west  of  POLEI  KLENG  at  YA  y06  975  indicated  that  tne  roc my 
may  be  preparing  for  a  future  operation  in  the  POLEI  F3ENG  area.  Eight  miiv 
ing  incidents  were  recorded  along  Highway  14  from  OAK  TO  to  KPNTUii  CITY,  One 
US  wa:.  killed  and  three  u«u\n  wound-'d  when  a  '{  ton  vHh  tva'lor  hit.  a  mi  nr 
211  152-  13V,  AoLlv.l i.y  In  J\0NMi  HIT?  Incronuod  i.lji.U'W.Uy  wi.r..  Iho  JfM 
ARVN  Hog b  conducted  operations  north  of  the  city.  On  2  Doc  a  PF  unit  cap¬ 
tured  a  member  of  the  Kontum  District  Committee  who  ind'eated  that  there  would 
be  an  attack  on  KONTUM  CITY  before  1969,  An  alrstriko  employed  near  AS  7920 
on  4  Doc  resulted  in  ten  enemy  killed,  eleven  secondary  .  xplosions,  18  ounkern,* 
one  machino  gun  position  and  ono  tunnel  destroyed.  On  6  Doc  Rocon  of  the  42nd 
ARYN  Rggt  found  a  cache  containing  documents  at  AS  794  204  and  on  7  Dec  the 
unit  found  an  ammuniti.on  cacho  near  AS  798  202,  and  a  possible  hospital  area 
near  AS  806  208.  Activity  during  the  week  of  9-15  Dec  was  relatively  light 
with  most  activity  being  initiated  by  friendly  operations,  A  FAC  observed  a 
large,  suspected  enemy  supply  and  training  area  approximately  30  kilometers 
cast  of  DAK  PEK,  Numerous  fortifications,  onoqy  personnel,  200-300  structures 
\nd  2-3090  acres  of  cultivated  area  wore  observed  in  the  area  bounded  by  AS 
7766  -  8761  -  7761.  An  airstriko  employed  near  AS  836  666  and  AS  838  664 
resulted  in  nine  enemy  lcillod,  six  secondary  explosions  and  24  structures 
destroyed  after  an  L-19  aircraft  received  ground  fire  on  12  Doc.  Or.  13  Dec  a 
FAC  observed  signs  of  heavy  foot  traffic  vicinity  .'9?  7803.  Airr.tr ikes  along 
the  Cambodian  Border  vxsst  of  F0LEI  KLEKC  at  "A  656  933  and  YA  654'  935  rosulted 
in  two  secondary  explosions.  On  14  Doc,  tho  KONTUM  CITY  AIRFIELD  received  ton 
122mm  rockot3  and  24th  ST?.  Headquarters  rocoivod  five  122mm  rockets.  Artillery 
and  gunships  wore  ©mployod  on  four  suspect  enemy  positions  north  of  tho  city, 
The  rocket  attack  was  attributed  to  elements  of  the  40th  NVA  Artill  .ry  Rogt, 

A  combined  1-8  Inf  and  42nd  ARYN  operation  north  of  KONTUM  CITY  yielded  dis¬ 
covery  of  15  ton3  cf  rice,  59  bunkers,  T5  huts  tuna  manerous  fighting  positions, 
trails,  and  bboby  traps.  The  enemy  continued  to  avoid  contact  and  tho  largo 
amount  of  rice  captured  was  a  boavy  blow  to  his  food  supply. 
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(4)  KQNTUH  PROVINCE  experienced  a  slight  increase  in  activity  during 
16-?''  Dec  and  KONTUM  CITY  rocc-ivcd  several  small  contacts  and  attacks  by  fire. 
An  airstrike, employed  at  YB  789  423  ifi'T  a  CSF  company  made  contact  with  an 
enemy  platoon, resulted  in  a  possible  20  enemy  killed.  An  additional  20  cneiry 
were  possibly  killed  during  an  airstrike  aft or  three  energy  platoons  initiated 

a  contact  with  CSF  at  YB  839  433  on  19  Doc.  On  18  Dec  the  BEN  NET  SF  CAliP 
received  22  x  32mm  mortars,  two  that  landed  inside  tho  perimeter.  Tho  camp 
rocoivod  throe  rounds  of  75mm  rocoillcss  rifD.o  fire  on  20  Dec  and  on  2.2  Doc 
received  11  x  82rua  mortar.  A  PF  Company  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC 
company  after  receiving  12  x  82mm  mortar  rounds  at  ZB  148  150  on  22  Dec. 

One  civilian  and  one  RF/PF  were  killed,  two  civilians  and  five  RF/PF's  were 
wounded  and  one  RF/PF  was  missing.  The  enemy  also  employed  32m n  mortars  on 
two  positions  hold  by  C/2-1  Cav  with  six  rounds  landing  at  ZB  094  175  and  two 
rounds  landing  at  ZB  053  185.  Tho  eneny  resumed  interdiction  attempts  on 
Highway  14  between  KDNTUK  CITY  and  DAK  TO  by  planting  six  mines.  A  LRP  team 
made  contact  with  an  enemy  force  and  received  six  60m  and  one  82mm  mortar 
rounds  and  observed  seven  individuals  who  were 'six  foot  tall  and  wore  red 
berets.  KONTUM  CITY  received  15-20  rounds  of  122mm  rocket  fire  that  wounded 
one  RF/PF  and  damaged  three  houses.  The  airfield  also  received  15-20  x  122mm 
rocket  fire  and  8-12  rounds  of  unknown  fire  on  22  Dec.  Tho  enemy  conducted 
ground  attacks  on  19  Doc  and  22  Dec  against  a  village  west  of  KDHTUH  CITY  and 

at  ZA  133  898  and  ZA  213  898.  Activity  during  the  week  of  23-30  Dec  was  rela¬ 

tively  quiet  in  KONTUM  area.  On  23  Doc  a  LRP  employed  claymores  and  possibly 
killed  one  enemy  before  being  extracted  near  YB  892  111.  C/2-1  Cav  received 

two  82mm  mortar  rounds  on  21  Doc  at  AR  792  789  and  on  22  Dec  received  an 
additional  2  rounds  at  ZB  058  185.  All  rounds  landed  outside  the  perimeter. 
Another  element  of  2-1  Cav  received  six  rounds  of  32mm  mortar  at  ZB  094  175 
all  of  which  impacted  outside  tho  perimeter.  One  NVA  was  killed  when  1 /C/2-1 
Cav  made  contact  with  an  estimated  4-8  individuals  at  ZA  208  959.  Or.  26  Dec, 
an  RF/PF  force  ambushed  two  VC,  killing  one  and  capturing  his  weapon  at  ZB 
142  146.  A  security  element  from  C/2-1  Cav  received  6  x  82mm  mortar  rounds 
that  Impacted  200  motors  from,  the  north,  south  and  west  of  the  perimeter  at 

ZB  063  225  on  27  Doc.  On  29  Dec  a  LRP  Team  killed  one  NVA  at  YB  389  212  and 

a  CSF  3/4  tor.  truck  was  ambushed  at  ZA  043  931  by  an  estimated  enomy  squad, 
wounding  two  civilian  women. 

(5)  a  slight  increase  ii.  activity  was  noted  during  tho  week  of  30  Dec 
to  5  <Lcn,  DAL  PEK  SF  CA13P  was  probed  on  30  and  31  Doc,  receiving  two  B-40 
rounds  and  light  muchino  gun  fire  on  30  Doc  and  ono  B-40  round  on  31.  Dec. 

DAK  TO  and.  BEN  liET  reported  moderate  activity  with  two  contacts  that  resulted 
in  one  US  killed,  four  US  wounded  and  threo.  NVA  wounded  when  Rccon  1-22.  Inf 
maRe  contact  with  twe  onony  squads  at  YB  948  31 2  on  4  Jan,  A  LRP  Team  killed 
two  enemy  at  YB  988  312  in  a  contact  on  5  Jan.  Visual  roconnaiosance  and  Red 
Haso  detected  only  light  traffic  activity  and  no  sign  of  vehicular  traffic 
sinco  OPERATION  BEAT  END,  Activity  was  light  in  KONTUM  CITY  though  tho  inci¬ 
dents  indicated  an  incrcaso  in  onomy  activity.  A  .US  advisor  and  four  National 
Polico  Fiold  Force  por-jonnol  made  contact  with  four  VC  resulting  in  one  NPFF 
and  one  VC  id  llod  on  3'!  Dec  near  ZA  204  912,  On  2  Jan,  one  eneny  was  killed 
in  an  ambush  at  ZA  223  923*  Thoso  incidents  and  a  booby  trap  that  killed  two 
RF/PFa  and  wound sd  two  others  indicate  increased  activity  close  in  to  Kontum 
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City.  Action  characterized  by  cneiiy  probing,  attacks  by  fire  and  harassing 


Iuua  Quojiy  at-UAVAo,/  xji  wi**u*»  i  .iv »  ahuu 


during  6-12  Jan.  Reconnaissance  also  indicated  possible  use  of  the  northern 
PLSI  TRAP  ROAD,  DAK  FEK  SF  GAMP  received  an  attack  by  .tire  on  6  Jan  that 
consisted  of  38  rounds  of  mixed  82mm  mortar  and  R~40  rocket  fire.  The  area 
around  DEN  HET  and  TANK  CANH  was  characterized  by  reports  of  movement  and 
sightirgs  followed  up  by  attacks  on  tuo  villages  located  at  ZB  096  102  and 
ZB  087  134.  Five  PF!s  and  six  civilians  wer^  wounded  in  two  contacts,  VC 
were  reported  to  have  lost  three  men  killed  end  five  wounded.  0a  10  Jan  a 
village  at  ZB  095  180  received  16  rounds  of  60mm  mortar-  that  killed  one 
civilian  and  one  PI  and  wounded  throe  civilians.  A  photo  mission  flown  <on 
12  Jan  detectod  recent  signs  of  vehicular  traffic  anu  APD  sensings  yielded 
significant  readings.  A  helicopter  va3  observed  and  tentatively  identified 
as  CZECH  model  HC2,  at  YA  730  887  on  11  Jon.  The  aircraft  withdrew  before 
the  SKADOvf  aircraft  could  clear  it  as  a  target.  On  6  Jan  a  SF  oporation 
received  three  3-40  rounds  and  small  arms  fire  from  an  estimated  VC  squad  at 
ZA  044  845.  The  K0NTUM  CITY  area  received  two  attacks  by  fire  on  8  Jan.  The 
airstrip  received  8-9  rounds  of  1 22mm  rocket  fire  that  wounded  one  US  and  one 
RF  and  destroyed  one  ?0L  bank.  A  23  5TZ  OP  at  AR  87/  996  received  an  unknown 
amount  of  6o/82mm  mortal*  in  the  second  incident  on  8  Jan.  Operations  north 
of  K0NTUM  GUY  by  1-8  Inf  and  1-10  Oav  elements  yielded  five  small  contacts 
that  killod  six  enomy  and  the  discovery  of  throe  large  enemy  banc  areas  at 
AS  778  110,  AS  81 5  063  and  AS  908  068.  All  fortifications  uoro  destroyed, 

(6)  Thft  week  of  11-10  Jan  showed  n  do'-ronso  In  onc.y  initiated 
1  no i (lentil,  with  no  attacks  |>y  five  and  major  om-ny  .icki  i'i  !.,y  in.*  u-ui'i ued  to 

mm!,  I:|m|||).  I11  III-  r*  M  tlfuj'  it'idi  ,i<id  l|.u  .* .»«« !  a,-  .iil  u.|i.i  ,i,i  1 1  !<ni.llv  i<|it'id  - 

tions  north  of  KUHTU'I  CXI' £ ,  Red  Hjzo  missions  flown  around  DAK  l’ER  have  nob 
yioldod  significant  readings.  Movement  and  several  sightings  were  the  only 
activities  around  DAK  TQ-SEN  KST  during  the  week.  Activity  around  KDNTUM 
CITY  declined  this  week  and  no  incidents  ware  reported  in  tho  city  itself. 
Mining  activity  on  Highway'  14  was  rode rote  with  a  B-40  attack  on  a  convoy  at 

ZA  235  765,  and  tho  discovery  of  a  new  4'-1  by  5"  mi  no  with  a  fiber  glass  top. 

Those  mines  produced'  largo  orators  ana  caused  heavy  damage.  On  17  Jan,  a  52 
Ava  Chinook  rccoivcd  small  arms  fire  and  a  B-40  round  that  struck  tho  rotor 
blade  at  AS  798  118,  forcing  the  aircraft  down  vicinity  of  AS  780  125.  Eire 
destroyed  tho  aircraft  and  the  crow  was  extracted  with  no  casualties, 

c.  PLEIKU 

(L)  During  the  wook  of  28  Oct  -  3  Nov  activity  was  characterized  by 
increasod  activity  in  tho  IA  DRANG  RIVER  ai'Oa.  On  31  Oct  artillery  was  adjus¬ 
ted  on  an  estimated  two  oneury  platoons  that  wore  guarding  two  barges  on 
rivor  near  YA  655  260,  0no  bargo  was  sunk,  tho  other  partially  sunk  and  1 
estimated  20  NVA  killed.  Radar  on  12  Jeon  dotoctod  noli  co  pters  each  succeed¬ 
ing  night  through  3  Nov,  thero  were  no  known  friendly  aircraft  in  tho  area  at 
tho  time  of  the  sightings.  On  3  Nov  a  1-69  Armor  tank  roceivod  ono  B-40  and 
small  arms  noar  YA  945  374  and  C/l-10  received  snail  arms  firo  at  YA  869  393. 

A  total  of  three  US  wore  wounded.  The  Hi  DRAIiG  VALLEY  south  and  southeast  of 
DUC  CO  was  the  center  of  activity  with  humorous  ground  to  air  incidents,  ono 
in  which  on 0  US  was  killod  by  ground  firo  near  ZA  023  094,  Air  strikos  were 
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employed  and  D/l-35  was  inserted.  A  total  of  ten  NVA  wore  killed  and  a  sweep 
disclosed  a  bunker  complex  containing  cnci.y  equipment.  On  3  Nov  D/l-35  Inf 
made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  at  ZA  018  100  resulting  in  two 
US.  killed,  two  US  wounded  and  one  NVA  ki  3  ">  jd.  In  the  OKU  GROH  MOUNTAIN  area, 
1-42  ARVN  found  a  large  ammo  cache  noar  AR  902  720  on  31  Oct,  consisting  of 
150  x  6 Omm  mortar  rounds,  30  x  107m  rockets,  and  100  pounds  of  TNT,  Mining 
activity  continued  at  a  moderate  level  with  throe  mines  found  in  the  sector. 

One  detonated,  wounding  one  US  on  31  Dot  at  ZA  175  334.  Small  scattered  con¬ 
tacts  in  the  wostorn  part  of  the  province  characterized  the  activity  during 
the  wook  of  4-10  Nov.  In  the  DUG  CO  aroa  SUP 1  r.  made  contact  on  4,6  and  10  , 

Nov  with  groups  of  10  enemy.  An  air  striko  ms  employed  by  a  SRP  on  6  NoV 
that  resulted  in  one  NVA  killed.  In  the  othor  two  contacts,  six  US  wero 
wounded  and  one  US  was  killed.  The  PLEI  IfflONG  aroa  reported  only  two  incidents 
where  small  arms  fire  was  employed  against  a  village  at  ZA  167  607  on  4  Nov, 
and  against  the  240th  RF  Company  at  ZA  195  712.  A  significant  increase  in 
minings  took  place  during  the  week,  not  in  one  specific  area  but  on  roads  and 
trails,  throughout  the  province, 

(2)  Activity  generally  increased  in  PLEIKU  PROVINCE  the  week  of  11-17 

•  Nov.  In  the  DUC  CO  area,  the  enemy  stopped  up  his  attacks  by  fire  although 
three  members  of  a  SRP  from  D/1-35  were  killed  by  ah  estimated  10  NVA  using 
claymores  and  automatic  weapons.  On  13  Nov  FSB's  JOAN,  VERA  and  JEAN,  7 ocatod 
south  of  DUG  CO  received  intense  attacks  by  75mm  rccoilless  rifle,  82mm  mortar 
qnd  122mn  rocket  fire  that  killed  six  and  wounded  41  US,  On  14  Nov  FS0  VERA 
received  enemy  artillery  fire  that  included  several  105mm  howitzers  rounds, 
marking  -the  first  -feir.10  the  enersy  has  employed  1Q5mm  howitzers  in  tho  DUC  CO 
area.  Ground  to  air  fire  was  intense  with.  I4.  reported  incidents  during  the 
week.  LZ  LAMETTA  at  YA  853  457  received  15-20  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  on  13  Nov 
for  the  only  incident  in  the  PLEI  D'JERENG  area.  The  3rd  Brigade  Head¬ 
quarters  at  Oasis  received  a  sappor  ground  probe  on  11  Nov  with  the  enemy 
employing  30-40  gronades  and  a  mixture  of  satchel  charges  and  RPG  rounds. 
Results  of  the  probe  were  10  US  wounded  and  9  NVA  killed.  Activity  in  PIE I KE 
was  moderate  with  four  incidents.  A  LRP  team  made  contact  with  an  estimated 
15  individuals  near  ZA  051  171  on  11  Nov  and  approximately'  one  hour  later  again 
mao  contact  with  8-10  individuals  in  the  same  area.  Activity  in  the  PLEIKU 
CITY  area  picked  up  considerably  with  a  seemingly  coordinated  attack  against 
tho  88th  Supply  and  Services  which  roceivcd  a  sappor  attack  in  which  four 
enemy  wore  killed.  Within  30  minutes,  an  OP  at  ZA  2245  roceivcd  automatic 
weapons  and  B-40  firo  that  resulted. in  one  friondly  and  eight  VC  killod,  CAMP 
HOLLOWAY  roccivod  an  ostimatod  20-30  rounds  of  122mm  rockot  firo  that  wounded 
two  US  and  destroyed  one  helicopter.  Two  VC  wdro  killod  in  PIEI  BOI  KOTU  when 
an  ostimatod  company  sizo  force  entered  tho  village  at  AR  900  458,  Two  inci¬ 
dents  of  snail  arms  firo  and  a  possiblo  probe  wero  reported  by  tho  villago  of 
Pioi  Klane  Ngol  on  14  and  16  Nov.  Mining  was  moderate  throughout  tho  provinco 
with  no  single  aroa  recoiving  a  concontratod  enemy  offort.  Activity  in  PLEIKU 
ronained  at  a  modorato  level  that  consisted  primarily  of  intonso  attacks  by 
firo  in  the  DUC  CO  area  and  on  installations  in  PLEIKU  CITY,  Five  rounds 
of  on  unknown  typo  mortar  were  received  by  SRP'g  operating  throe  kilomotors 
north  of  DUC  CO  on  19  Nov,  On  22  Nov  LZ  JEAN  received  3  rounds  of  6Qmm  mortars 
and  20  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  and  11  rounds  75mm  rocoilloss  rifle'  fire.  LZ  VERA 
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received  25  rounds  of  ICOmm  artillery  fire  and  16  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  on 
the  s  ;;s  day.  One  US  was  wounded  on  LZ  JEAN  and  nine  wore  wounded  on  LZ  VERA. 

On  21  Nov  a  Snoopy  aircraft  crashed  and  burned  killing  all  six  aboard  the  air¬ 
craft  at  YA  637  505.  On  20  Nov  a  THANH  AN  PF  platoon  was  probod  by  a  platoon  si  ?„e 
force  at  ZA  213  355  and  the  446th  Rf  Company  received  a  company  size  ground  attack 
at  ZA  130  347  on  21  Nov,  In  the  PLF.I  ME  area,  activities  continued  at  a  moderate 
level  with  several  contacts  with  platoon  and  company  "Ize  units.  Seven  enemy  were 
reported  killed,  PLEIKU  CITY  was  extremely  active  during  the  week  with  a  mortar 
attack  on  several  locations  on  18  Nov  and  a  122mm  rockot  attack  on  NEW  PLEIKU 
AIRPORT  and  an  82mm  mortar  attack  on  the  MONTAGNARD  TRAINING  CEuTER  on  21  Nov, 
Seventeen  US  were  wounded  at  the  airport  and  three  ARVN5s  'were  wounded  at  the 
training  center,  PLEI  BREL  DOR  and  FLEI  BOI  KOTU,  15  kilometers  southeast  of 
FLEIKU  were  attacked  on  21  Nov,  The  937  Engr 1 3  received  50-60  rounds  of  82mm 
mortars  on  24  Nov,  wounding  15  US  personnel.  C0NM£L  QUARRY  at  AR  827  483  also 
received  ten  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  on  24  Nov,  Two  incidents  took  place  at  CMP 
fNARI  on  24  No1/,  one  at  AR  864  420  when  a  a  patrol  received  small  arms  fire  from 
an  unknown  size  enemy  force,  slightly  wounding  one  petrol  member.  The  other  was  an 
attack  on  PLEI  KONG  BRECH  at  AR  864  420,  The  <*A  teem  in  the  village  drove  back 
an  attack  from  an  unknown  size  enemy  force, 

(3)  The  week  of  25  Nov  -  1  Dec  enemy  activity  remained  at  a  moderate 
level.  The  DUC  CO  area  continued  to  be  harassed  by  attacks  by  fire,  11  JOAN 
received  25  60mm  mortar  rounds  and  LZ  JEAN  received  42  rounds  of  nixed  75mm  recoil¬ 
less  rifle  and  82mm  mortar  fire,  THANH  AN  and  OASIS  showed  a  marked  increase  in 
activities.  Two  contacts  with  platoon  and  s<]uad  size  enemy  units  on  26  Nov.  a 
mortar  attack  and  combined  ground  attack  01.  27  Nov  and  a  brief  contact  on  US  forces 
indicate  that  the  enemy  intends  to  concentrate  terrorist  activities  in  THANH  AN. 

On  26  Nov  3-C/2-8  received  four  B-40  rounds  that  wounded  five  personnel  when  tii 
platoon  was  attacked  at  ZA  166  399,  On  27  Nov  an  RF  Company  was  attack  by  an 
estimated  VC  Company  at  ZA  135  352  with  two  k'lled  and  ten  friendly  pcrsonnol 
wounded.  Mining  activity  continued  along  HIGHWAY  19W  indicating  tho  presence  of 
the  K25  Battalion,  Ground  to  air  activity  north  of  JTLEIKU  CITY  indicated  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  onemy  units  north’  east  of  the  city.  The  week  of  2-8  Dec  was  relatively 
light  with  most  incidents  being  small  scale  harassing  attacks,  DUC  CO  had  only 
two  incidents  during  the  week  with  a  4th  Engr  tank  receiving  12  rounds  of  small 
arms  fire  on  3  Dec  at  IA  923  268,  On  7  Dec  at  YA  962  289  A/l-69  Armor  convoy 
escort  received  small  aims  fire.  Two  rice  cashes  were  found  by  A/l-69  Armor  on 
4  Dec  and  on  7  Dec  A  and  B/l-69  Armor  received  two  rounds  of  B-40  or  75mm  mecoil- 
less  rifle  fire  at  ZA  059  313,  On  5  Dec,  a  CSF  Company  from  PLEI  ME  found  a  one 
ton  rice  cache  near  ZA  114  144,  Mining  activities  in  FLEIKU  have  decreased  al¬ 
though  the  eneny  continued  sabotage  activities  by  sc  vering  the  POL  pipoling  along 
Highway  19B  on  2  and  5  De,  The  week  of  9-15  was  characterized  by  small  harassing 
attacks  throughout  the  province.  There  were  small  arms  fire,  B-40  and  grenade 
attacks  on  Highway  19W  east  of  DUC  CO  that  resulted  in  one  US  •  minded  and  five  CSF 
wounded  and  fifteen  CSF  wounded  on  11  Dec  in  two  separate  attacks.  The  third 
attack  on  13  Dec  had  no  friendly  casualties.  On  9  Dec.. two  onemy  were  killed  and 
one  ton  of  rice  was  captured  when  a  15th  Intel  Plato on  said  a  platoon  of  tho  446th 
RE  Company  made  contact  with  on  unknown  size  enemy  force  at  All  835  615,  On  13  Deo 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDDD  'C  31  January  1969 

SUBJECii  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  tno  perioa  ending 
31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

a  ?-17th  Air  Cav  vehicle  had  three  flat  tires.  -An  infantry  squad,  and  three 
vehicles  escorting  the  vehicle  back  to  (L-i-DP  ENARI'  recei  ved  four  rounds  of  unknown 
type  fire  that  slightly  wounded  four  US  near  AR  805  435.  liining  activity  decreas¬ 
ed  with  only  two  incidents  reported  in  the  province,  one  that  d-mgeda  tank  at  ZA 
217  348  and  the  other  a  Soviet  anti-tank  mine  found  at  ZA  225  354.  Both  incidents 
occured  on  15  Dec. 

(4)  The  week  of  16-22  Dec  saw  a  general  increase  in  activity  in  the 
entire  province.  A  LRP  contact  at  YA  835  378  resulted  in  two  NVA  killed  on  16 
Dec.  On  17  Dec  LZ  JEAN  received  35-45  rounds  of  unidentified  artillery  or  roclcot 
fire  and  n  DUC  CO  CSF  Company  received  a  ground  attack  from  an  estimated  battalion 
at  YA  784  2C0.  Throe  incidents  cf  enemy  harassment  of  the  1-69  Armor  resulted  in 
one  US  and  one  Vietnamese  wounded  by  B-40  attacks.  On  19  Dec. a  PF  Platoon  and  a 
K*o?o.tionary  Development  Team  were  attacked  at  ZA  215  355  resulting  in  tuio  PF 
killed  and  eight  PF  wounded.  On  20  Dec,  an  ICC  Patrol  from  CAMP  ENARI  made  contact 
with  an  estimated  20  men  encry  force  at  ZA  167  423  resulting  in  one  US  vounded. 

In  the  FLEIKU  CITY  area  there  were  two  attacks  by  fire  on  the  FLEIKU  ASP  and  a 
village  south  of  Pl.eiku  at  AR  778  4 21-  On  20  Dec  OP  12  at  AR  913  436  received  a 
ground  attack  by  an  estimated  VC  company.  Most  activity  was  centered  in  the  DAK 
FAv0U  VALLEY  (VC  VALLEY)  where  large  base  areas,  storage  areas,  and  caches  were 
found  on  20  Dec.  Harrassment  and  terrorism  has  continued  with  two  significant 
incidents  occurring  on  16  and  19  Dec.  PLEI  PIOM,  jiR882  484  received  fire  6-4° 
rounds  that  killed  one  civilian  and  wounded  one  PF  and  ten  civilians  on  16  Dec. 

Five  civilians  were  wounded  and  one  killed  when  a  civilian  bus.  received  small 
arms  fire  from  an  estimated  enemy  squad  at  AR  850  140  on  19  Dec.  The  most  sign-  __ 
ificant  mining  incident  occured  on  21  Dec  when  a  FLEIKU  SECTOR  vehicle  hit  a  mind-* 
near  ZA  135  470  that  killed  one  US  and  five  Vietnamese,  wounded  one  US  and  six 
Vietnai les  and  destroyed  the  vehicle.  Activity  centered  in  the  DiiK  PAYOU  VALLEY 
during  the  week  of  23-30  Dec.  B/3-8  Inf  found  a  now  Chicom  radio  with  AM,  FM, 
and  CW  capability  adjacent  to  a  new  hut  vicinity  of  BR  258  332  on  24  Dec.  Numerous 
rice  caches  containing  several  thousand  pounds  were  also  found  by  D/3-8  Inf  vic¬ 
inity  of  BR  210  333.  An  additional  find  of  mortar  charges,  grenade,  explosives 
and  shovels  was  reported  vicinity  of  BR  209  338.  D/3-12  Inf  found  a  cave  contain¬ 
ing  a  civilian  radio,  documents,  a  B-40  launcher  and  ono  round,  an  NVA  entrenchir^, 
tool  and  miscellaneous  clothing  at  BR  156  261.  On  27  Dec  A/7-17  ARP  was  inserted 
at  BR  250  208  and  swept  a  previous  contact  area,  confirming  onftVMC  killed  by  air 
mid  killed  an  additional  two  VMC  hiding  in  a  bunk^ Radar  at  LZ  CHARMAINE  contin¬ 
ued  to  detect  helicopters  in  tho  vi . inity  of  the  LZ  and  could  track  then  toward " 
the  Cambodian  Bordor.  On  27  Dec  a  D.CSCOM  Patrol  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size 
enemy  force  in  their  night  location  at  ZA  192  4I4,  The  enemy  employed  small  arms 
and  60nr.i  mortar,  resulting  in  o^a  US  killed  and  ono  US  wounded.  On  28  Dec,  PLEI 
GAO  at  ZA  236  376  received  a  ground  attack  supported  by  mortar  and  B-40  fir^, 
resulting  in  4  US  wounded,  7  civilians  and  3  RE  wounded.  A  sweep  during  daylight 
revealed  one  NVA  killed  and  ono  B-40  launcher  and  B-40  round  and  three  grenades 
captured. 


(5)  During  the  week  of  30  Doc  to  5  Jan  there  was  a  docreaso  in  contacts, 
.but  large  awnounts  of  rice  and  equipment  was  captured.  The  western  portion  of 
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the  province  has  remained  relatively  quiet  with  only  Tight  contacts*  Tn  the  OAK 
DOA  area,  northeast  of  PLEIKU  CITY,  friendly  units  sleeping  through  the  area  un¬ 
covered  large  base  areas  and  idee  caches  totaling  Ji,4O0  pounds  of  rice.  In  the 
D.JC  FAYOU  VALLEY, scattered  contacts  were  reported  and  15,500  pounds  of  rice  were 
captured  or  destroyed.  Harassment  ana  terrorism  coni .  .„ued.  The  pipe  line  along 
Highway  193  was  blown  at  AR  972  493  on  30  Dec  and  again  at  AR  971  494  on  I  Jar,,. 

The' first  incident  a  tank  from  4/1-69  hit  a  nine  at  ZA  233  352,  the  socon-'  incident, 
0/2-8  Inf  found  a  nine  buried  on  the  north  sido  of  the  road  at  ZA  147  727.  Activity 
in  the  province  during  the  week  of  6-12  Jan  has  been  characterized  by  an  increase 
in  activitity  in  the  CKU  PA  nountain  area  and  continuous  axtivity  in  the  DAK  PAYOU 
V.iLLEY  area.  Friendly  units  captured 8000  pounds  of  rice  and  destroyed  numerous 
huts  sweeping  through  the  southwestern  portion  of  ifce  valley.  On  6  Jan, a  LRP  Team 
Killed  five  and  captured  one  NVA  vicinity  of  AR  782  136,  The  captured  NVA  ident¬ 
ified  his  unit  as  part  of  the  953  Regt.  Friendly  elements,  initiating  operations 
in  the  GHU  PA  nountain  area  have  uncovered  three  caches  and  have  made  contact  with 
squad  to  conpany  size  units.  One  cache  contained  ten  122mn  rocket  warheads.  It 
has  been  noted  that  enemy  units  csy  be  moving  from  BAfS  AREA  702  in  GuMBODlA  to  the 
the’GHU  FA  area,  in  northwestern  FLEIKU,  In  a  contact,  near  ZA  078  477  on  6  Jan, 
B/l-12  Inf  killed  one  KVa  and  captured  one  NVA  and  one  VMC„  Joining  activity  cont¬ 
inued  at  a  low  level  with  only  tJiree  incidents  that  caused  damages  to  vehicles  and 
no  casualties,  • 

(6)  The  week  of  13-19  Jar  was  characterized  by  continued  active  ty  in  the 
GilU  PA  mountain  nr„a  and  an.  inoivas.;  in  hamiisnnnl  along  l!!0liW..Y  TOE,.  Th } r i.y y t- 
NVA  nuri  f<n i vc  klJU’d  by  Ahvw’n  in  the  (Pit  rA  nr<*n»  On  15  Jan 

a  Cobra  was  shot  down  and  D/l-35  inserted  to  secure  it.  Contact  was  initiated  by 
the  enemy  that  resulted  in  five  US  killed,  23.  US  wounded  and  six  NVA  killed.  NEW 
FLEIKU  AIR  BASE  received  17  rounds  of  122mm  rocket  fire  on  15  Jen  that  resulted  in 
six  US  wounded  and  approximately  75,00  gallons  of  fuel  destroyed.  The  I-LFlKU  ASP 
at  ZA  182  527  received  13  rounds  of  60mm  mortar  that  killed  one  US,  Also  on  15 
Jan,  the  village  of  PLKI  PHAM  KLAH,  iJJ892  293,  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  VC 
platoon.  Fire  was  returned  by  the  CA  Team  resulting  in  one  VC  killed.  Pastern 
FLEIKU  PROVINCE  showed  a  decrease  in  activities  in  the  DAK  PAYOU  V.iLLEY  and  an 
increase  in  harassment  along  Highway  19E.  On  14  Jar.  2-1  Cnv  POL  storage  had  one 
POL  bladder  blown,  A  total  of  five  section  of  the  POL  pipeline  were  blown  by  sat¬ 
chel  charges.  On  16  Jan, 2-1  Cav  received  small  arms  and  B~A0  fire  near  BR  176  515, 
Fire  was  returned'  and  one  NVA  wa3  killed. 


d.  DARLAC  PROVINCE 

(1)  Enemy  activity  in  DARLAG  PROVINCE  for  the  week  of  28  Oct  to  3  Nov  was 

light.  Contacts  with  smell  enery  forces  and  harassing  mortar  attacks  characterized 
the  activity.  There  were  three  small  contacts  around  BAN  ME  IHUOT  that  resulted 
in  one  friendly  and  two  eneny  killed.  On  28  and  29  Oct,  B/2-35  Inf  received  15 
and  12  rounds  of  82mn  mortar  fire,  all  rounds  landing  outside  the  perimeter  at  Yd 
833  773 «  BON  SAR  PA,  YU  812  739,  received  50  rounds  of  mortar  which  wounded  two 
civilians  un  28  Oct.  On  31  Oct, four  members  of  A  SRP  from  B/2-35  wore  killed  and 
two  members  wore  wounded  by  sniper  fire  near  YU  806  612s  The  2-45  ARVN  Regt  made 
contact  with  an  NVA  platoon  near  YU  8246.12  on  }  Nov  and  found  an  ams  and  munitions 
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cache  consisting  of  250x82mm  nor  tars,  6  cases  7.62  amino,  2  boxes  TNT,  2  packs  of 
food,  200  kilos  of  rice  and  2  CHICOi'i  fuzes.  Enemy  activity  was  light  and  sporadic 
during  the  week  of  4  to  3.0  Nov.  BUON  EA  TRUM,:  AQ  829  109,  received  two  rounds  of 
unknown  type  mortar  fire  that  killed  seven  civilians  and  sot  fire  to  four  build¬ 
ings  on  4  Nov.  On  9  Noy,  an-.  ARVN  unit  node  contact  with  a  VC  platoon  that  result¬ 
ed  in  one  ARVN  and  one  VC  killed -at  AQ  961  197c  The  2-45  ARVN  made  contact  with 
a  VC  force  on  4  Nov  vicinity  YU  824  603,  resulting  in  one  aRVN  and  two  VG  killed* 
Three  decomposed  bodies  were  also  found  during  this  period,  Ene-ry  activity  in 
DiiRLAC  PROVINCE  during  the  week  of  11-17  Nov  wad  characterized  by  increased  attacks 
by  fire  and  contacts  with  squad  to  company  size  units.  One  US  was  wounded  on  12 
Nov  when  Rccon  1-12  Inf  received  sniper  fire  vicinity  AQ  838  223,  A  SF  patrol 
wounded  and  captured  a  VC  on  12  Nov  at  AQ  873  391.  The  155th  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  in  BAN  ME  TKUOT  received  21-25  rounds  of  75mn  recoilless  rifle  fire  on 
le  Nov  that  wounded  two  US  and  moderately  damaged  two  aircraft  and  two  buildings. 

On  14  Nov,  the  155th  received  an  additional  20-25in  mortar  rounds  that  wounded  five 
US  and  damaged  ten  aircraft ,  five  vehicles  and  one  building.  On  11  Nov  elements 
of  the  2-45  ARVN  received  26  iounds  of  82mm  and  60nn  : nor tar  fire  that  landed  out¬ 
side  their  perimeter  vicinity  of  YU  816  734*  Other  elements  of  the  2--45  Regt 
found  ten  VG  booies  southwest  of  DUC  LAP  at  YU  837  737,  Ten  additional  bodies 
and  numerous  gravres  estimated  to  contain  50-60  bodies  were  also  found  near  YU  833 
726,  All  bodies  were  estimated  to  be  three  months  old.  A  CSF  platoon  killed  three 
NVA  on  14  Nov  vicinity  YU  958  663.  Another  CSF  unit  ambushed  a  VC  company  at  YU 
956  663  that  resulted  in  three  CSF  and  three  NVA  killed, 

(2)  The  week  of  18-24  Nov  was  unusually  quiet  in  DARLAC  PROVINCE  with 
activity  consisting  of  small  contacts.  On  19  Nov  two  B-40  rockets  were  fired  at 
the  245th  RF  Company  near  AQ  826  167  while  an  element  from  the  70th  Engr  Company 
received  2  rounds  of  82m  mortar  fine  vicinity  BQ  209  160,  Artillery  was  employed 
on  a  bunker  complex  at  AP  875  041  on  21  Nov  that  resulted  in  40  bunkers  destroyed 
Six  aranunition  caches  were  found  from  AP  777  898  to  AP  786  896  on  21  Novt  Five 
civilians  were  killed  and  eight  were  wounded  when  a  hamlet  vicinity  AP  915  988, 
received  mortar  fire  on  23  Nov,  Three  NVA  bodies  were  found  in  a  heavily-  damaged 
bunker  complex  by  3/01-35  Inf  on  22  Nov  near  YU  861  786.  Two  NVA  wore  killed  in 

a  contact  with  a  2-35  Inf  SRP  on  23  Nov  at  YU  824  761.  On  24  Nov,  at  YU  834  777, 
B/l-35  Inf  received  20~25t  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  that  impacted  outside  the 
perimeter.  Enemy  activity  remained  relatively  light  in  the  week  of  25  Nov-1  Dec0 
Mortar  attacks  and  small  contacts  were  characteristic  actions.  One  ARVN  was  killed 
and  smother  was  wounded  in  an  ambush  at  BQ  194  144.  BUON  TRIoNG,  EQ  050  287,  . 
received  40  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  firo  and  small  arms  fire  from  an  estimated  three 
VC/NVA  platoons  that  resulted  in  nine  PF's  and  throe  civilians  killed,  one  PF  and 
throe  civilians  wounded  and  four  houses  destroyed  on  28  Nov.  Twelve  civilians  were 
wounded  by  60mn  mortars  when  an  unknown  size  onorjy  force  attacked  BUON  TUK,  AP 
956  971,  on  26  Nov,  Bushmasters  made  contacts  in  the  DUC  LAP  area  and  killed  eight 
NVA  whilo  losing  2  US  killed.  Two  other  mortar  incidents  occurcod  in  the  DUC  LAP 
area5  on  27  and  29  Nov, 

(3)  Activity  in  DjJILAC  PROVINCE  was  light  during  the  week  of  2-8  Deo, 
characterized  by  mortar  and  recoilless rifle  fire.  On  If  Doc, the  155th  Assault 
Helicopter  Company  at  AQ  804  0j4  received  27  rounds  of  82am  mortar  fire  with  no 
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casualtios  or  do3.viges,  On  6  Dec, the  155th  was  hit  again,  receiving  23  rounds  of 
82m  mcrtr.r  and  75m  recoilless  rifle  fire  with  no  cnsuaiitios  or  damages.  •  Siraii— 
tancously,  the  23rd  Div  (ARVN)  Dependent  Housing  /re a  in  B,i!i  ME  THUOT  roccivod  two 
rounds  of  82nr.  nortarfise  that  wounded  one  ARVN  and  ton  civilians.  On  5  DeC/B/2- 
35  Inf  received  12-15  rounds  of  75;tsr.  recoilless  rifle  fire.  Seven  rounds  impacted 
insido  the  the  perimeter  with  negative  effects e  The  week  of  9-15  Dec  was  charset* 
erized  by  two  contacts  end  tuo  mortar  attacks.  The  1-45  ARVN  nado  contact  vdth 
coven  VC  on  13  Dec  at  BQ  192  333  resulting  in  the  capture  of  two  VC,  BUON  KO,  BQ 
081  335,  received  17  rounds  of  bCrnai  niortar  fire  on  12  Dec,  On  13  Dec,  the  155th 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  received  15  rounds  of  82r.m  nortar  fire.  The  23rd  Intell¬ 
igence  Platoon  made  contact  with  on  estimated  energy  company  on  12  Doc  vicinity  AQ 
843  115. 


(4)  Activity  in  DARLAC  FROVIh'CE  during  the  week  of  16-22  Dec  was  char¬ 
acterized  by  an  increase  in  harassing  attacks.  The  center  of  activities  was  in 
the  northeastern  portion  of  the  province  with  two  small  contacts  in  the  DUC  LAP 
area.  The  155th  Assault  Hellicopter  Company  received  18  rounds  of  75mm  .recoilless 
rifle  fire  on  16  Dec  and  seven  helicopters-  were  moderately  damaged.  Gunships  and 
artilierywere  employed  against  suspect  firing  positions  and  three  secondary  explos¬ 
ions  wore  observed,  B-4C's  were  employed  on  16,17  and  3.8  Doc  in  attaoks  that 
damaged  one  tank  at  BQ  006  365  and  wounded  two  US  at  BQ  019  352.  On  17  Dec, twr 
MSF  Companies  made  contact  with  an  estimated  NVA  company  at  YU  816  778  that  result¬ 
ed  in  nine  NVA  killed  and  one  MSF  wounded.  Also  on  17  Dec,  a  MSF  unit  from  NllA 
TSANG  made  contact  with  a  platoon  size  enemy  unit  at  YU  818  767  that  resulted  in 
one  .US  and  seven  MSF  wounded  and  one  NVA  killed.  The  week  of  23-29  Dec  was 
characterized  by  snail  contacts  and  attacks  by  fire  and  the  ringing  of  18,000 
pounds  of  rice  during  a  cordon  and  search  in  the  MEWnL  PLANTATION  at  AQ  863  228 

on  28  Dec,  BAN  PAN  LnM, ,  AQ  813  036,  received  22  rounds  of  82j.ua  nortar  fire  that 
killed  four  oivillnns  and’  wounded  ?6  oihnvnf  on  2/,  Deo,  On  27  Don,  2-15  Inf  and 
Ulu  National.  I'oiJuo  began  n  cordon  and  suuroli  that  moulted  in  24  hoi  OiiuNllo  mul 
59  Detainees,  All  of  the  HOI  CHANH3  wore  on  the  Blacklist  na  wore  37  of  the  Det¬ 
ainees, 

(5)  Enemy  activity  in  DARLAC  PROVINCE  during  the  week  of  30  Doc  -  5  Jon 
was  characterized  by  snail  scale  contacts,  nortar  and  recoilless  rifle  attacks. 
Another  largo  rice  cache  was  found  in  an  abandoned  vi31age  at  AQ  996362  on  30  Dec* 
The. cache ' consisted  of  approjdnately  112,500  pounds  of  rice.  On  1  Jan, an  ambush 
element  from  2-35  Inf  at  AQ  878  212  employed  claymores,  M-60,  M~79,  and  small 
arms  firo  that  killed  four  VC  and  wounded  one  NVa,  The  155th  Assault  Holicopter 

Company  received  15  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  on  2  Jon,  On  3  Jan/the  185th 
Aviation  Conpany  at  the  sane  location  receiver  two  unknown  type  mortar  rounds.  On 
5  Jan  the  DUG  LAP  SUBSECTOR  at  YU  897  785  and  an  OP  received  approximately  43 
rouhds  of  nixed  82mm  nortar  and  122na  rocket  firo  that  killed  one  RF  and  wounded 
four  others.  The  week  of  6-12  Jan  was  characterised  by  small  scale  contacts  and 
mortar  and  B-40  attacks,  US  and  ARVN  units  in  the  area  conducted  cordon  and  search 
operations  that  resulted  in  documents, detainees  and  a  weapons  cache,  ARVN 1 s  re¬ 

established  a  contact  with  an  enemy  platoon  near  AQ  770  070  that  resulted  in  one 
ARVN  wounded  and  three  onecy  killed.  Two  enemy  were  killed  and  one  was  captured 

rCOFiMNlilf;  . 

12  /* 

‘I  ■ 

.  .  .  ‘  -  1  } 


it 


U 

tss 

I 


\ 

I 


4. 

*r 

\ 

b 


CONHDENliAL 


‘aVDD-AC  •  .  ■  31  Jan  196?. 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessens  Learned  for  the  period  ending, 

31'  Jan  196?,  TCS  CSFCR-65  (Rl). 

by  3-LJ  AEVN  in  a  contact  at  AQ  856  332.  on  '6  Jan.  Five  mere  eneny  were  killed 
by  the  rccon  h5th  ARVN  at  AQ  868  332,  On  11  Jan,  A/2-35  Inf  discovered  a  weapons 
cache  dug  into  the  side  of  a  stream  at  AQ  812  331.  On  6  Jan,  the  155th  Assult 
HELICOPTER  Company  at  3AN  MS  THOUT  recieved  I5  rounds  of  o2mm  mortar  fire  that 
wounded  one  US,  killed  one  US,  and  damaged  one  BOQ.  On  8  Jan,  BON  SAR  ?A  outpost, 
YU  8l8  729  recieved  ,90  rounds  of  82mm  mortai;  fire  that  wounded  a  PF. 


(6)  Enemy  activity  in  DASLAC  PROVINCE  during  the  week  of  13-19  Jan  was 
characterized  by  round  attacks,  mortar,  B— I4.O  rockets  and.  122mm  rockets  attacking 
military  instillations.  \n  estimated  VC  Company  attacked  a  Military  Advisory 
team  at  AQ  883  363  using  B-iiO's  and  small  arms  fire  on  19  Jan.  The  23d  DIV  (ARVN) 
Headquarters,  vicinity  AQ  722  035,  recieved  15  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  and  122mm 
rocKet  fire  on  Jan  18.  The  attack  wounded  three  Ariv*1  nurses,  damaged  one  barracks 
and  destroyed  one  barracks.  On  19  Jan,  the  23d  AFVN  ammo  dump,  AQ  760  017  recieved 
10-20  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  and  a  ground  probe  by  an  unknown  size  enemy  force* 
An  estimated  squad  penitrated  the  pnrimotor  but  they  were  expelled  by  a  PE 
company  that  was  located  at  the  dump. 

e.  Base  Camp  Defense  (CAMP  EMARl) 


(l)  No  significant  changes  were  made  in  the  defense  plan  for  CAMP  HNAR,I 
during  the  reporting  period.  The  total  perimeter  of  CAMP  ENARI  is  approximately 
9000  meters  defended  by  lU7  bunkers  and  towers.  During  daylight,  only  the  tewera 
are  occupied  while  at  night  all  bunkers  and  towers  are  manned  by  throe  men.  The 
number  of  individuals  awake  at  any  given  time  yar.ies  according  to  the  tactical 
situation  around  base  camp  and  intell  igence  reports  received  concerning  activity 
in  the  TAOR.  Division  Chemical  added  several  command  detnbtated,  bounding  plastic¬ 
ized  white  phosphorous  mines  at  critical  points  on  the  perimente  of  the  base  camp. 


(2)  The  plan  of  defense  for  CAMP  ENARI  included  extensive  daily  patroling,. 
aerial  reconnaissance,  counter  mortaa  radar j  personnel  detection  radar,  and  sweeps 
of  the  TAOR  by  base  camp  defense  fouces  in  addition  to  tho  bunker line  defease. 

All  activities  were  coordinated  by  the  Instillation  Coordination  Center  (ICC). 


(3)  Patrols  were  conducted  daily  in  each  sector  for  a  total  of  five  patrt>l.s 
operating  in  the  TAOR  at  all  times.  Patrol  routes  and  night  locations  varied 
daily. 


(h)  Aerial  reconnaissance  consisted  of  assigned  aerial  observers  conducting 
sweeps  of  the  TAOR  at  first  light  and  prior  to  d"  Kness  each  day.  The  TACK  was 
divided  into  equal  segments  for  reconnaissance  purposes.  During  each  sweep  one 
sector  was  designated  to  bo  extensively  VR’d  while  the  other  soctions  received 
general  coverage.  Sectors  were  varied  for  each  sweep  resulting  in  ccmploto  and 
detailed  coverage  of  the  TAOR  at  least  every  three  days. 


(5)  One  AN/MPQ-4  counter  mortar  radar  (CMR)  was  locatod  at  CAMP  ENARI 
during  the  reporting  period.  Thfe  radar  operated  during  tho  hours  of  darkness/ 
varying  its  sector  of  search  on  a  prodesignated  schedule.  A- primary  «eetor  of 
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scan  was  not  assigned.  Only  one  eneny  attack  took  place  on  a  village  in  range 
of  the  radar  and  CMR  foiled  to  detect  the  incoixaing  rounds  because  the  firing 
positions  were  masked  by  Dragon  Tiountian  an  .  the  attack  it, elf  was  of  short 
duration.  Tne  other  attack  that  took  place  within  the  TAOR  was  oeyond  the  range 
o.C  the  CMR» 

(6)  The  Division  Artillery  AN/TP3-25  radar  was  employed  at  CAHP  BKARI  and 
at  LZ  JEAN,  TA  808  233,  during  the  reported  periods  The  radar  proved  very 
effective  in  detecting  movement  at  both  locations,  artillery  was  fired  on  targets 
detected  on  the  radar.  There  were  no  significant  attacks  on  CAMP  ENARI  daring 
the  entire  reporting  period. 

(7)  Two  "CL'EANSWSeP"  operations  were  conducted  involving  the  personnel  from 
base  camp.  All  personnel  not  involved  in  the  missions  essential  duties  were 
moved  to  the  periphery  of  the  TAOR  by  vehicle  and  helicopter  and  then  conducted  a 
sweep,  on  foot  ,  back  to  the  base  camp.  Each  operation  involved  approximate ljr 
li£00  personnel.  These  operations  were  conducted  to  insure  that  enemy  positions 
had  not  been  prepared  within  the  TAOR  and  to  give  a  "show  of  force"  to  both 
friendly  and  enemy  elements , 


f.  Survey 

(1)  Survey  operations  were  conducted  again  on  a  limited  basis  during  the 
resorting  period.  Surveys  were  conducted  mainly  using  Distance  Measuring  Equip- 
ment  (DUE).  Terrain  in  the  area  of  operations  sever ly  limited  the  use  of  5th 
"order  survey  equipment  except  over  vory  short  distanced  and  limited  areas.  The 

terrain,  and  tactical  situation  dictated  that  the  Ijth  order  survey  equipment  (DKE) 
be  used  to  extend  control  to  battery  centers  that  would  normally  be  emplaced  U3ing 
5th  erdor  equipment, 

(2)  Some  planned  surveys  were  aborted,  or  "delayed  due  to  nonavailability 
of  theodolites  and  the  lack  of  operational  DME 1  s.o 

(3)  Directional  control  was  pat  into  several  fire bases  using  the  abimuth 
gyro  after  the  first  of  the  year  when  all  organic  units  lacked,  the  available  equip¬ 
ment  to  complete  astronomic  observations. 

g.  Metro 

(1)  The  Division  Artillery  Metro  Station  produced  both  NATO  and  computer 
messages  on  a  daily  basis  during  the  reporting  period. 

(2)  Only  2.5  aborts  were  necessary  for  the  entire  period  while  over  700 
messages  wero  produced, 

h.  CounterMortar  Radar  (CMR) 

CNR  contacts  in  the  AO  were  limited  due  to  the  rolativly  low  level  of 
active  enemy  mortar,  rocket,  and  artillery  fired  on  friendly  instillations 
within  the  r<?ngo  of  tho  radar  sets,  _ 
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3*5  OPERATIONS  . 

a.  PLANS :  During’ the  period  the,  bth  Infantry  Division  participated  in 
operation  HaC  ARTHUR. 

b.  OPERATION,  MAC  ARTHUR:  12  Octooer  1967  -  31, January  1969  . 

‘  ,*  t 

(1)  Concept  of  Operation:  Direct  support  artillery  was  provided  on  a  maneuver 

battalion,-  artillery  battery  basis,  with  batteries  changing  QPCON  from  their 
parent  battalions  as  the  brigade  task  .organization  changed.  Med tin  and  heavy  . 
artillery  were, used  in  general  support  reinforcing  missions  to  weight  critical 
areas.  Artillery  and  automatic  weapons  were  used  for  convoy  and  f irebase/foase 
camp  security..  Artillery  coverage  was  provided  in  the  border  areas,  especially  in 
the  visin' ity  of  the  USSF/GSF  camps.  , 

(2)  Executions 

(a)  The  6th  fjattalion,  29th  Artillery  was  in  direct  support  of  the. 1st 
Brigade]  the  bth  Battalion,  lj2d.  Arti  Uery  was  in  direct  support  of  the  8d  Brigade; 
the  2d  Battalion,  9 f-h  Artillery  was  in  direct  support  of  the  3d  Brigade;  and  the 
5lh  Battalion,  16th  Artillery  and  the  remainder  of  the  52d  Group  Artillery  units 
were  employed  in gemr-al  support  and  general  support  reinforcing  roles,  , , 

(b)  Offensive  enemy  activity  was  continuing  as  the  period  .began.'.  Fire  support 
bases  in.,  the  BAN  TO  -  BEN  HET  and  PLEIKU  areas  came  under  heavy  weapons  and  ooordin^ 
ated  ground  attacks.  Throughout  the  Division  AO,  smaller  attacks  were  directed 
against  district  and  sub-sector  headquarters  and  local  villages, 

(c)  With  the  increased  enemy  buildup  in  the  IU C  CO  area  combined  with  the 
rapid  decrease  of  activity  in  the  BAN  ME  THCUT  -  DU C  LAP  area,  a  major  shift  of 
forces  took  place  in  the  Division  AO  to  counter  the  enemy  threat  west  of  PLSTNJ, 

The  major  activity  in  the  DAK  TO  area,  centered  around  the  attacks  by  fire  on  FSB 
29  and  FH  12  at  BEN  HST.  In  the  PLEIKU  area,  elemc?nts  from  the  2d  .Brigade  at  BAN 
ME  THCUT  and  tho  1st  Brigade  at  DAK  TO  were  moved  in  to  counter  the  buildup  of 
enemy  forcc’3  acros3  the  border,.  With  the  buildup  at  PLEIKU,  the  2d  Brigade  moved 
its  operations  from  the  BAN  ME  THCUT  to  KONIUM* in  order  to  counter  the  threat  that 
might  move  north  from  PLEIKU ,  With  this  move,  OPERATION  DEAD  END  was  initiated 
west  of  Kontum.  Tho  Plei  Trap  road,  constantly  showing  signs  of  heavy  use;  was 
successfully  blocked  to  vehicular  traffic  during  the  operation. 


(d)  The  early  recognition  of  the  enemy  threat  and  the  rapid  deployment  of  Div¬ 
ision  rosourcos  into  the  3d  Brigade  AO  countered  the  enemy  activity  there  in  late 
November  and  the  activity  diminished. 


(e)  in  December  and  January,  The  Division  initiated  operations  into  the  known 
enemy  base  areas.  La  mid-'Oocember,  elements  of  tho  1st  and  2d  Brigades  pi°ved  into 
the  SCO  I  DO I  (*,  Vfi  Valley  area.  Little  enemy  contact  rosulted,  however  large  caches 
of  rice,  foodstuffs,  munitions,  weapons,  equipment  and  enemy  documents  were  captured. 
With  the  elements  of  the  1st  and  2d  Brigades,  Task  Force  Winner  operations  began  on 
2t*  Decemberl968  and  ended  on  3  January  1969  in  this  area. 
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Upon  dissolution  of  T?  WINNER*  the  1st  Brigade  assumed  responsibility  for  the  area 
of  operations  and  established  a  new  Brigade  Base  Can®  at  IZ  Slackhawk  in  S&?1  DQI 
with  its  BS  Artillery*  the  6th  Battalion  29th  Artillery.  Responsibility  for  the 
Dak  To  area  was  transferred  to  the  2d  Brigade.  2h  January,  the  3rd  Brigade  .Initiated 
operations  in  an  eneny  stronghold  by  combat  assaulting  elements  of  the  1-12  infantry 
and  B  Battery,  Uth  Battalion*  li2d  Artillery  into  the  LUNCH  BOWL  area*  south  of  the 
CHU  PA  mountains.  From  there,  the  brigade  conducted  joint  uS/ARVN  operations  with 
■  the  ij2  ARVH  Regiment.  Heavy  enemy  contact  in  this  area  continued  throughout  the 
month  with  significant  casualties  for  the  US*  ARVN  and  eneny  personnel.  Toward 
the  end  of  the  reporting  period*  the  er.eny  threat  moved  north  of  the  CHU  PA  mountains 
toward  KCHIUM,  The  threat  was  countered  by  deployment  into  previously  established 
^increases  that  were  abandoned  in  mid-July  during  the  monsoon  season.  The  reporting 
•  period  ended  with  little  activity  in  the  1st  and  2nd  Brigade  AO’s*  but  activiting 
in  the  3rd  Brigade  AO  continued  to  be  moderate# 


c»  Chronological  Summary  cf  Significant  Activities  (See  inclosuro  h) 


,  Ammunition  Expenditures 

»  Operation  HAG  ARTHUR(1  Nov  1968 

-  31  Jan  1969) 

UNIT 

TYPE 

AMOUNT 

A/2 -9  '  ' 

105T  ' 

5726 

B/2-9 

iO>T 

6191; 

•C/2-9 

105T 

101l»7 

A/6-29 

105T 

00O3 

E/6-29 

105T  • 

Ij6l8 

C/6-29 

io5t 

5783 

A/b~h2  • 

105'T 

30Wi 

B/h-k2 

■  105T  1 

9931 

c/k*h2 

.  1  105T 

9379 

PROVISIONAL  BG  BATTERY 

•  1  i 

105T 

2135 

a/3-6 

•  109SP 

f  '  * 

10692 

3/3-6 

io>sp 

3955 

C/3-6 

105SP 

9h9k 

TOTAL 

V 

lO^rnm 

[  CONFIDENTIAL-! 

16  . 


.  j  CONFIDENTIAL  |  ; 

AVDDD-AC  ,  ■  -31  January  196? 

SJ3JECT:  Operational  Report  -  lessons,  learned  for  the  period  ending 
31  January  196?^  RCS  C3P0R-65  (ill)- 


d/5-16 

155S? 

6577 

3/5-16  .■ 

1553? 

38i9 

c/5-16 

1553? 

4911 

PROVISIONAL  BC  BATTERY  ■. 

155SP 

.  1426 

A/1-92 

155T 

7454 

3/1-92 

i  * 

155T 

4537 

C/1-92 

•  155T 

*  9403 

TOTAL 

155mm 

D/5-16 

8"S? 

4262 

A/6 -111 

8"S? 

1588 

C/6-14 

8"SP 

2131 

c/7-15 

8"SP 

960 

a/5-22 

8"SP 

4589 

3/5-22 

t  «s? 

1498 

TOTAL 

8”S? 

A/6-1 it 

175S? 

••  3796 

J/6-14 

17'5S? 

6241 

C/6~lk 

175SP 

4938 

C/7-15 

175SP 

1653 

A/5-22 

174s? 

5016 

1/5-22 

175s? 

3089' 

TOTAL 

•  175SP 
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RECATOLAT3DN  . 

105mm  l55r ran  811  175mm 


kc  (C)  TRAINING: 

a.  GENERAL:  The  Division  Artillery  continued  with  scheduled  training  as  re¬ 
quired  by  hth  Infantry  Division  Regulation  350-1.  Emphasis  on  cress  training  of 
personnel  continued  in  all  Division  Artillery  units0  Combat  activity  was  generally 
light  throughout  the  Division  AO  during  the  reporting  period  and  intonse  training 
programs  were  conducted  while  combat  support  continued. 

b.  Schools; 

(1)  During  the  period, tfcs  hth  Infantry  Division  Artillery  conducted 
Forward  Observer  Training  Courses  for  14*  Officers.  The  FOI  for  this  course  is 
discussed  in  detial  in  inclosuro  7  to  the  31  July  1968  ORLL. 

(2)  The  Iftb  Infantry  Division  Artillery  conducted  2  courses  for  Artillery 
Liaison  Officers.  16  officers  attended  this  course. 

(3)  31  Officers  attended  the  IFEV  Artillery  fire  Direction  Course  darting  the 
reporting  period. 

(h)  The  Division  Artillery  continued  its  enlisted  Fire  Direction  Course  for 
the  105mm  and  155mm  howitzer.  The  first  class  graduated  during  the  reporting 
period  and  3b  enlisted  students  completed  the  course  of  instruction  during  the  5 
subsequent  courses,, 

c.  Training  conducted  during  the  period  continued  to  emphasise  artillery- 
safety  directed  towards  the  reduction  of  artillery  incidents  and  the  improvement 
of  individual  and  unit  proficiency.  The  Division  Artillery  Firing  Safety  SOP  was 
reviewed  and  updated  during  the  reporting  period  and  will  be  distributed  soon. 

This  SO?  stresses  the  Do‘s  and  Don't's  of  artillery  procedures  and  is  issued  to 
each  officer  in  Division  Artillery, 

d.  Tho  Division  Artillery  inspection/ inctmction  team  visited  all  the  head¬ 
quarters  and  firing  batteries  in  the  forward  erea3  during  tho  reporting  period, 

A  Division  Artillery  inspection  team  visited  each  of  the  base  camp  areas  also. 

The  purpose  of  the  team  was  to  determine  those  areas  requiruing  assistance  and/or 
instruction  and  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  all  Division  Ai’tillory  units, 

0,  Tho  artillery  battalions  continued  to  ccnduet  assistance  programs  for  A\WN. 
CSF,  MSF,  Special  Forced  Camps,  RF/PF  elements  and  non-art illery  units  in  the  area' 
of , operations,  A  break  down  of  assistance  rendered  is  as  follows  1 

(1)  2d  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  comploted  it3  evaluation  training  and 
roc loved  the  new  M102  howitzers.  Artillery  Training  was  conductod  for  CSF  personnel.  • 
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at  DUC  CO  and  ELEI  MRONG  SF  Camps.  At  DUG  CO,  training  in  artillery  adjustment, 
firing  battery,  and  fire  direction  procedures  were  conducted  for  2k  days.  At  PLEI 
MRONG,  a  3-day  training  program  on  artillery  procedures  was  conducted.  Training 
was  well  received  and  plans  have  been  started  for  the  training  visits  to  the  PLEI 
ME  and  PLEI  D'JERENG  SF  Camps,  A  training  plan  for  SRP'S  of  each  infantry  battalion 
was  conducted  in  all  phases  of  observed  fire  techniques, 

(2)  5th  Battalion,  16th  artillery  conducted  a  Division  mortar  crewman  pro¬ 
gram  in  order  to  better  qualify  the  mortar  crewman  being  assigned  to  the  4th  In¬ 
fantry  Division.  The  Battalion  also  began  forward  observer  training  for  SRP  members 
of  the  1/10  Cavalry.  This  instruction  greatly  improved  the  ability  of  the  SRP 
teams  to  adjust  artillery. 

(3)  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery,  participated  in  a  joint  operation  with  the 
42  ARVN  regiment  on  15  to  17  December.'  Through  effective  liaison  and  coordination 
between  the  US  and  ARVN  elements,  the  operations  were  highly  effective.  At  Mang 
Buck  Special  Forces  Camp,  the  battalion  provided  a  three  man  team  to  train  the  CSF 
in  FDC  procedures  and  service  of  the  piece.  The  battalion  also  visited  the  DAK  PEK 
SF  Camp  and  conducted  training  in  firing  battery  and  FDC  procedures.  During  the 
visit,  one  of  the  howitzers  was  found  to  have  a  traverse  problem  and  the  704th 
maintenance  Bn  at  DAK  TO  was  contracted  to  repair  the  howitzer. 

(4)  The  4th  Battalion,  42d  Artillery  also  considers  the  training  of  non¬ 
artillery.  men  in  the  adjustment  of  artillery  fired  critical  and  conducted  two 
classes  to  members  of  the  2d  Brigade  LRRP.  During  the  period,  46  members  of  the 
LRRP  attended  this  training. 

5.  (C)  ,  LOGISTICS: 

a.  ’  Basic  Loads  of  Ammunition. 

(1)  Current  basic  loads  of  ammunition  for  operation  MAC  ARTHUR  continue  at 
the  same  level  stocked  in  previous  quarters. 


WEAPONS 

TYPE  AMMUNITION 

STOCKAGE  AT  POSITION 

105mm  Howitzer 

HE 

1250 

(5  tubes) 

ILL 

100 

WP 

100 

SMK 

50 

155mm  Howitzer 

HE 

750 

(5  tubes) 

ILL 

50 

WP 

50 
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SMK  60 

8  Inch'  '  .•  HE  1*00 

(2)  Vatiations  of  s’tockage  at  battery  positions  were  authorized  based  on 
enen\y  contact  and  imminence  of  unit  movement* 

b.  Because  of  the  sporadic  action  within  the  sector,  stockage  objectives 
at" the  OASIS  ASP  were  revised  from  a  fixed  amount  to  a  variable  figure  based 
on  tube  density  within  the  area  serviced  by'  the  ASP, and  the  enemy  threat* 

(l)  Available  supply  rate  105mm 


PERIOD 

>  ASR 

PIPED 

TACTICAL  SAVING 

241601  Oct  «•  091800  Nov  ‘ 

'  .  33*8 

11,7 

22.1 

091801  Nov  -  2)41800  Nov 

36.0- 

'  1,2.9 

23.1 

alp.801  Nov  -  091800  Dec 

27.0 

10.9 

16.1 

091801  Dec  -  2I4I8OO  Dec 

27.0 

10.6  / 

16.1* 

2l*l801  Dec  -  091800  Jan 

26.3 

lil.O  .  ' 

12,3 

091801  Jan  -  21*1800  Jan 

28.0 

15.5 

12.5 

(2)  Available  supply  rate  155mm 

PERIOD 

ASR 

FIRED 

TACTICAL' SAVING 

2l*l  801  Oct  ~  091800  Nov 

20.7 

6.1* 

ill  .3- 

091801  Nov  -  2I4I8OO  Nov 

22.0 

11.5 

10.5  , 

2U1801  Nov  -  0?1800  Dec 

21.0 

9.3 

11.7 

091801  Dec  -  21*1800  Dec 

21.0 

10.0 

ii.o 

21*1801  Dec  -  091800  Jan 

19*7 

13.5 

6.2 

091801  Jan  -  21*1800  Jan 

21.0 

13.3 

7.7 
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(3.'  '  Available  Supply  rate  3  inch. 


mioD 

m 

FEED' 

TACTICAL  SAVING 

21*1801  Oct  -  091800  Nov  . 

•  20,9  J 

16.6  ( 

U.3 

091801  Nov  -  21*1800  Nov  ' 

■'  22.3  ' 

H*.3  • 

O 

• 

CO 

21*1801  Nov  -  991800  Dec 

17,0 

7.7 

9.3 

091001  Dec  -  21*1800  Dec. 

17*9  . 

12.9' 

llol 

21*1801  Dec  -  091800  Jan 

18.8 

.  11.0 

7.8 

091801  Jan  -  21*1800  Jan 
/ 

16.7 

10.1* 

6.3 

*  j  • 

'  d.  Equipment 

i  ’ 

4 

(l)  Deadline  Rates  during  the  Period  1  November  68  to  31  January  69. 


ITEM 

DOWN  DAYS 

D/L  % 

Truck  \  Ton 

390 

1**7 

Truck  3/1*  Ton 

589 

5*7 

Truck  2^  Ton 

.  11*1*1 

8.1* 

Truck  3  Ton 

372 

16.2 

Truck  3  Ten  Wrecker 

66 

17.9. 

Carrier  M577 

32 

» 

5.0 

Carrier  M51*8 

1*1*7 

23.1 

; 

Vehicle  Rec  H88 

62 

67.1* 

Vehicle  Rec  M578 

38 

86,1* 

Howitzer  M109 

55 

3.3 

Howitzer  M110 

1*1* 

12,0 

Howitzer  M101A1 

no  ■ 

2.5 

Howitzer  1DL02 

61* 

9.1 
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(2)’  Major  equipment  losses*  One  (l)  2^  ton  truck  and  destroyed  during  an 
ambush  on  18  Jan  69.  by  a  '3-i|0  akt  and  AK-1j7  fire.  Total  los3  resulted  from  the 
‘  action.  ' 


(3)  Cargo  truck  deadlines  were  considerably  less  .during  the  report  period 
primarily  becuase  of  increased  maintenance  support  rendered  ey  the  ?0itth  Mainten¬ 
ance  Battalion  and  vastly  improved  repair  parts  recipt  time* 


(U)  During  .the  month  of  November,  and  December  the  2-9  Arty  received  K102, 
305mm  howitzer*  The  excessive  down  time  for  the  period  can  be  attributed  to 
problems  with  the  panoramic  telescope  and  sight  mount*  Presently,  the  defective 
instruments  are  direct  exchanged  between  the  unit  and  the  ?0ljth  Maintenance  rear 
element. 


(5)  Both  $th  Battalion,  16th  Artillery  VTP.’s  were  salvaged  during  the  period* 

(6)  Truck  h  ton  and  3/h  ton  levels  were  reduced  ’oelow  TOE  during  early  Janury 
as  the  result  of  USARV  approval  of  a  ljth  Infantry  Division  Git  study  on  vehicle 
utilization.  Current  authorizations  are. 

k  TON  3/h-  TON 


TOE 

■  ■  PRESENT 

TOE 

PRESET 

HHB  Division  Artillery 

15 

10 

18 

17 

105  Battalion 

35 

18 

31 

16 

155/8  Inch  Battalion 

19 

111 

26 

18 

e.  Riring  tho  rating  period,  the  Division  Artillery  initiated  a  C134I  inspection 
team  to  determine  the  current  status  of  the  units  Maintonanco  Management  Program 

and  provide  assistance  for  tho  forth  comming  Uth  Division  CMMI’s* 

» 

6.  (C)  ’ORGANIZATION. 

* 

(1)  Organic  units  during  the  period. 

(a)  HUB,  Uth  Infantry  Division  Artillery 

(b) -  2d  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  (105T)  , 

(c)  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery  (105T) 

(d)  Uth  8abtalion,  h2d  Artillery  (105T)  .  • 

(e)  5th  Battalion,  16th  Artillery  (155/8"SP) 

t  t 

(2)  Supporting  Artillery  Units  dueing  the  period, 

(a)  52d  Arty  Group 

(b)  3d  Battalion  6th  Artillery  (105SP) 

(c)  1st  Battalion,  92d  Artillery  (155T) 

(d)  6th  Battalion,  liith  Artillery  (175/8"SP) 
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-  *  > 

(c)  5th  Battalion,  22nd  Artillery  (175,8«SP) 

(f)  Two  Radar  Sections,  26th  Target  Acquisition  Battalion  . 

(g)  Battery  B#  4th  Battalion,  60th  Artillery  (AW)  (MU?) 

(h)  Battery  D,  4th  Battalion,  60fch  Artillery  (aW)  (M*2)-  " 

(i)  1st  Platoon,  Battery  B,  29th  Artillery  (Searchlight) 

(j)  237th,  253d,  254th, J?56ih  Radar  Detachments 

(k)  Battery  C,  7th  Battalion,  15th  Artillery  (175,5"SP) 

7»  (C)  Personnel 


a.  Summary  of  personnel  daily  and  periodic  strength  reports, 

(1)  Average  assigned  strength's 


OFFICERS 

WARREMT  OFFICERS '  '  ' 

■  ENL2STEDMEN 

(a) 

Nov  68 

22U 

13 

1995 

(b) 

Dec  68 

228 

12 

1996 

(c) 

Jan  69 

228 

11 

■  1982  *-•' 

(2) 

Average  present  for  duty  strengths 

*  . 

' 

OFFICERS 

■  WARRANT  OFFICERS 

ENLISTEDMEN 

(a) 

Nov  68 

226 

"  'E 

11 

1943 

(b) 

Dec  68 

222 

12 

1915 

(c) 

Jan  69 

228 

13 

V 

1894  ’’’ 

(3) 

Summary  of  losses  for  periods 

. 

•  •  '  1 

(a) 

'  Battle  Casualties, 

f  -  * 

; 

:  • 

1. 

Nov  68  -  KIA 

..  ,  1 

WIA 

8 

>.’■  s'  v 

2. 

'■Dec  63  -  KIA' 

•  0  •• 

WIA  ' 

"2  '  ’ 

*  I 

3. 

Jan  69  -  KIA 

•  1 

WIA  v '  ■ 

5 

(b) 

Non-battle  casualties; 

„  1 

"V  • 

1, 

Nov  68  -  Deaths 

'  '■  1 

3HJ  ’*  '■ 

4 

SICK' 

'  2'  ' 

2. 

Dec  68  -  Deaths 

■0 

INJ  '■ 

16 

SICK 

'7  "  ' 

■ 

Jan  69  -  Deaths 

■  ■  0 

3NJ  '  '• 

7 

SICK 

9 

(c) 

DEROS  and  ETS« 

- 

, , 

i.\  x  ; 

OFFICERS 

WARRANT  OFFICERS 

ENLISTEDMEN 

1. 

•Nov  68  *  Officer 

-10 

1 

102 

2. 

Dec  68  -  Officer 

6 

.  :  Li 

_ 

1  .  .. 

1 

■ 

166 
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3 . 
(4) 

Jan  69  -  Officer  \f  .11  . .  WO  - 

Summary; of  replacements  received:.-  ■ 

I  • 
) 

-  1 

»  ■« 

•  r 

73  '  ...  ■' 

(a) 

Nov.  68  -  Officer  • 

;37-  ■ 

.  *  WO 

% 

y  EM.. 

139 ;  r 

(b) 

Dec  68  -  Officer 

13 

r> 

WO 

1 

’EM 

191  .. 

(c) 

Jan  69  -  Officer 

■  22 

wo 

2 

EM 

97  •  •  ■ 

b.  Summary  of  Welfare  and  Disciplinary  activities: 

(1)  •  Non-Judicial  punishment  : 

(a)  Nov. 68  -  25  Cases 

•(b)  *Dec  68  ~  33  Cases 
(c)  J.an  69  -  32  Cases 

(2)  Courts  -••martial,,  * 


(a) 

Nov  68  -  Summary 

1 

Special 

5 

General  0 

(b) 

Dec  68  -  Summary 

0 

Special 

12  • 

General  1 

(c) 

Jan  69  -  Summary 

l 

Special 

8 

General  .  0 

(3) 

Rest  and  Recuperation  Program. 

% 

(a) 

During  the  period  -649  quotas  were 

utilized  by  Division  Artillery, 

■(b) 

.  Breakdown  of  quotas  is 

as  follows 

(in  country /out  of  country),  .. 

UNIT 

-■  MOT 

fDEO 

JAN-.'..  TOTAL 

HHB,  Div  Arty 

0/14 

0/20 

.  .  0/17-  6/51 

5th  Bn,.  16th  Arty 

4/55 

7/49 

6/56  ..  17/160 

6th  Bn,  29th  Arty 

•  10/41 

.  9/40 

10/47  29/129  v 

4th  Bn,  42d  Arty 

<  8/37, 

-9/28 

7/33  24/98  „ 

2d  Bn,  9th  Arty 

10/34 

9/39 

,9/41  .  : 28/114 

mnmAT  •  1  ■ 

AVljUj „ 

32/181 

'34/176  .. 32/194.  98/551 

v*  - 
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.  *  •’  r 

c«  Summary  Re-3nlistmont  activities. 


ELIGIBLE  REENLISTED 


HHB,  Div  Arty"  ' 
5th  dn,  16th  Arty 
6th  Eta,  29th  Arty 


IrfcW  TV.  .  tOf?  Av.+,r 

-r«»-  ***  v*> 


2d  Eta,  9th  Arty  7  2 

d.  Chaplain  Activities!  During  the  oast  quarter,  1  November  68  -  31  January 
69,  the  Division  Artillery  Chaplain’s  Section,  comprised  of  two  chaplains  and  two 
chaplain's  assistants  functioned  as  follows: 


(1)  Conducted  lit?  Protestant  Worship  Service  with  a  total  attendance  of 
2,563. 

(2)  Conducted  161  Catholic  Masses  and  Services  with  a  total  attendance  of 

3,477.  ••  .  .. 

(3)  Made  a  total  of  12  visits  to  the  men  of  our  units  in' the  hospital;  An¬ 
other  11  visits  to  the  men  of  Other  units  of  the  4  th  Infantry  Division. 


(It)  Made  daiiy  visits  to  troops  located  at  base  car?)  and  an  average  of  two 
visits  weekly  to  men  in  the  forward  fire  bases. 

(5)  Worked  on  four  Division  wide  Chaplain  Programs, 


(6)  Three  Chaplains  Retreats  were  attended,  " 

(7)  In  addition  to  regular  coverage  of  Division  Artillery  units  the  Protestant  1 

Chaplain  provided  coverage. for:  .  •  ....... 

(a)  12l|th  Signal  .  •  ,  < 

(b)  2-35  Infantry  '  ' 

(c)  War  Dogs  Detachment  '  i 

(u)  278th  Signal  , 

(0)  71st  Evac  Hospital 

(f )  ‘  Special  Christmas  coverage  and  Thanksgiving  coverage  of  units  in  the  1st 
BDE  area. 


(8)  In  addition  to  regular  religious  coverage  of. Division  Artillery  Tinits  the 
.Catholic  Chaplain  provided  occasional  coverage  for:  *  .  , 

(a)  1st  Brigade  units,  l|th  Division  .  . 

(b)  2nd  Brigade  units,  4th  Division  . 

(c)  3rd  Brigade  units,  4th  Division 

(d)  2-lst  CAV  .  ... 

is)  20th  Engineers  . 

f )  71at  Evac  Hospital  '  _  ———7—7— —  ... 

g)  CA  Village  (Yellow  Sector)  j  CONFIDENTIAL  t 
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(9)  Conducted  Character  Guidance,  Lectures,  for  Division  Artillery  and  the  Utb 
Administration  CO  personnel*  •  • 

(10)  The  Division  Artillery,-Chapel  was  also  used  for  denominational  Service 
including: 

.  (a)  1$  Jewish  Services  with  a  total  of  211  in  attendance* 

(b)  13  Latter  Day  Saints  Service  with  an  attendance  of  10U* 

(c)  13  Church  of  Christ  Services  with  an  attendance  of  6?» 

8.  (C)  AVIATION 
a.  Aircraft  Status 

'  *  * 

(l)  Disposition  of  aircraft  during  the  reporting  period: 

Observation: 

,  .  \ 

1  November  -  30  Novomber:  9  Authorized,  9  ON  HMD  (6-OH23GJ  3-0H6A)  *  * 

1  December  ”31  Doc  ember:  9  Authorized,  9  ON  HAND  (i*-OH23Gj  5-OII6A) .  • 

1  January  -  2$  January:  9  Authorized,  9  ON  HMD  (i|-OH23G>  £-0H6A) 

2.0  January  -  31  January:  9  Authorized,  8  ON  HMD  (U-0H23G:  h~0H6A) 

Utility:  UH-1C:  2  authorized,  NONE -ON  HAND, 

1 

* 

•  b*  Aircraft  Damage 

(1)  One  0H23G  sustained  major  damage  resulting  from  a  crash  during  a  test  flight, 

(2)  One  OHoA  sustained  major  damage  on  a  training  mission  autorotation. 

•  (3)  One  OH23G  sustained  major  damage  after  being  dropped  from  a  recovery-  CH-L7 

which  had  a  power  failuro* 

(u)  Two  GH23G  sustained  bubble  damage  after  tree  strikes*  •  '  : , 

c.  Personnel  '  ‘  ‘  ’  • 

(1)  The .aviation  section  experienced  an  unusual  turnover  of  aviators  during 

.  this'"  period.'  '  Two  officers  were  transfored  to  the  l»th  Aviation  Si  and  three,  .com¬ 
missioned  officers  and  one  warront  officer  were  .newly,  assigned-  to  the  section*- 
One  officer  received  instructor  pilot  training  and  an  instructor  pilot  rating 
in1  the  0K'6A.  Throe  officers  are  presently  under  going  transition  training  and  local 
in  country  orientation  in  the  OHcA  aircraft,.  ...  x 

*  ’  •  *  *  .*  .  t  :  *  , 

(2)  Personnel  status  at  end  of  reporting  periodo  •  ] 

(a)  Officer  Status  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period.  ■  v  ■  . 
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6  Officers  Authorized  ' 

7  Warrant  Officers  Authorized 

8  fficcrs  Assigned 

2  Warrent  Officers  Assigned 


b.  Enlisted  status  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period. 


17  Enlisted  Men  Authorized 
19  Enlisted  Men  Assigned 


(3)  7  enlisted  men  participated  Jn  refresher  training  for  crew  chief  duties 
and  two  enlisted  men  received  0H6A  training  at  AARTS,  WNG  TAU ,  RVN. 


d.  Operations 

Hiring  this  reporting  period,  revised  scheduling  of  aircraft  assignments 
played  a  major  role  in  operations-  Units  were  given  guidance  in  better  utilization 
of  aircraft  which  has  been  a  continual  problem  area.  Closer  control  of  the  daily 
coiiunand  and  control  aircraft,  furnished  by  the  iith  Aviation  Battalion,'  enabled  the 
supported  battalions  to  increase  their  airlift  capability.  Two  aircraft  with  crews 
wore  stationed  at  DAK  TO  to  support  operations  for  the  6-29  Arty  and  the  1^  142  Arty. 
The  aircraft  support  the  2-9  Arty  and  the  5-16  Arty  were  based  at  Camp  Enari.  Near 
the  close  of  the  reporting  period,  the  section  was  hampered  in  this  mission  by  a 
lack  of  qualified  0K-6A  pilots ,  Training  program  was  established  by  the  section 
and  the  hth  Division  Aviation  Standardization  Section.  The  section  received 
superior  ratings  in  the  USARV  CMMI  and  Divisional  AGI.  Courtesy  inspections  by 
the  USARV  Standardization  Team  and  Divisional  Maintenance  Teams  proved  benefical 
in  developing  a  more  efficient  operation. 


■  e,  Summary  of  Aircraft  Utilization; 


NOV 

DEO 

JAN 

Hour  Flown 

568 

551 

U88 

Passengers  Carried 

2030 

2392 

1757 

Cargo  Carried  (TONS)' 

6 

3 

Sorties  Flown 

1517 

1618 

12U2 

It  should  be  apparent  that  greater  aircraft  utilization  was  accomplished  by 
additional  OH*6A  Aircraft.  Although  less  blade  time  was  needed,  a  greater  numbor 
of  sorties  and  passenger  lift  has  boon  accomplished  in  Doc.  The  adapability  of 
the  0H-6A  has  enabled  to  battalions  to  rely  on  the  0H-6A  over  the  UH-1  as  a  command 
and  control  aircraft.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  combination  of  Wall  planned  air¬ 
craft  utilization  and  a  full  compliment  of  0H-6A,S]  will  increase  the  aviation  - 
mission  capability  to  a  greater  efficiency, 
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f.  Summary  of  Aircraft  Maintenance. 


A  planned  program  of  aircraft  scheduled  maintenance  has  enable  the  section  to 
continue "its  aircraft  support  mission  although  a  shortage  of  CH-23  repair  parts 
exist  these  parts  are  being  depleted  and  phased  out  of  the  system.  This  coupled 
with  the  acute  shortage  of  OH -6 A  parts,  has  lowered  aircraft  availability*  However 5 
the  close  supervision  of  maintenance  and  utilisation  scheduling  has  allowed  no 
appreciable  decrease  in  aircraft  flying  hours  and  support. 


NOV  DEC  JAN 


OK -6  A 

OH23G 

0)f~6A 

0H23G 

0\l~6k 

OH23G 

Percent  Availabilitity 

53/5 

60% 

12% 

?8£ 

62%. 

h?% 

Percent  NORS  (EDP) 

32% 

9% 

1% 

0% 

19%' 

'  10% 

Percent  NORM 

13% 

33 $ 

21$ 

22$ 

19 % 

33% 

The  low  availability  for  both  models  of  aircraft  for  the  month  of  November 
can  be  attributed  bo  a  significant  down  time  awaiting  special  request  oil  samples* 
Although  availability  was  decreased  by  those  samples,  excessive  wear  was  detected  in 
iwo  aircraft  engines  and  two  aircraft  transmissions  before  a  total  malfunction 
occurred.  Thus  aircraft  damage  and  possible  injury  to  crews  was  avoided.  It  Is 
anticipated  that  0H-6A  repair  parts  will  remain  critical  in  the  system.  The 
centralized  location  of  crews  and  aircraft  being  based  at  Can?)  Enari  will  show  a 
definite  decrease  in  down  time  for  aircraft  in  both  organisational  and  support 
maintenance  activities  thus  enabling  continued  effective  and  efficient  battalion 
support. 

9,  '(C)  Civil  Affaars 


a.  Division  Artillery  and  5th  Battalion,  16th  Artillery 

J  •  *  l  ,  •  , 

(1)  During  the  reported  period,  the  Division  Artillery  S5  had  staff  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Civil  Affairs  Teams  of  £--l6th  Artillery;  12lith  Signal  Battalion; 
Headquarters  Battery  DIVARTI;  Headquarter  Company,  l»th  Inf  Division;  and  Ijth  MP 
Company.  These  teams  continued  to  operate  in  the  hamlets  within  yellow  sector- 
of  the  Division  TAOR. 


(2)  The  primary  objective  during  thb  period  was  to  consolidate  six  (6) 
hamlot3  in  the  vicinity  of  PLB1  HO  BY  to  provide  protection  for  the  people  and 
security  for  livestock  and  rice.  Planning  was  begun  on  19  October  1968 'in  a 
meeting  with  the  hamlet,  chiefs,  and  a  tentative  site  was  selected.  At  Subsequent 
meetings  the  villages  chiefs  had  changed  their  minds  and  could  not  agree  to  a 
location.  The  sub-district  chief  was  aokod  by  tho  CA  Team  tc  assist  in  location 
of  a  site.  Ho,  in  a  tooting  with  all  hamlot  chiefs,  seloctod  a  location  and 
directed  movement.  On  16  Becembor  i960  tho  first  house  wa3  moved#  Moving  op 
houses  was  completed  7  January  1969* '  Two  hundrod-thirtoen  bourses  and  eight 
hundred-forty  nine'  people  wore  moved. 

(3)  Additional ’•enphas is  was  placed  on  improvement  of  the  consolidated  village 
■  at  PLEI'K&AN  NGOL,  Bunkors  and  outerj>erlnetor  has  been  continually  irprovod. 

"  '•  "  CONFIDENTIAL  | 

28 


CONFIDENTIAL  , 

ATODD-AC  31  January  196? 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  •?  Les3o-).-'.  Learned  for  the  period  ending 
31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

(ii)  Activities  of  the  CA  Teams  included  medical  assistance  and  projects’ to 
impro  u'  health  and  sanitation  of  the  villages* 

(5)  During  the  rice  harvest  security  forces  were  located  in  the  Division 
Artillery  sector  to  protect  the  villagers  from  enemy  harrassment. 

(6)  Civil  Affairs  activities  of  the  2d  Battalion,  9th  Artillery;  6th  Battalion, 
29th  Artillery  and  Uth  Battalion,  ii2d  Artillery  were  conducted  in  conjuction  with  . 
the  Brigades,  both  in  the  rear  and  forward  areas.  Major  accomplishments  are  as 
follows « 

(a)  2d  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  -  Significant .civil  actions  included  the 
relocation  of  four  complete  villages  in  the  TAHR,  These  will  be  consolidated 
in  the  one  village  with  a  population  of  approximately  1000  persons*  IXiring  the 
period  over  700  persons  were  immunized  for  smallpox,  cholera  and  plague.  Five, 
villages  were  dusted  with  DDT  for  insect  control.  3h  the  THANH  AN  area,  Uy881;  . 
persons  were  treatod  during  MEDCAPS » 

(b)  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery  -  The  oattalion  completed  the  relocation 
of  three  villages  within  the  TAOR,  A  hamlet  self  defense  force  is  being  trained 
and  a  hospital  facility  is  being  constructed  for  the  sick  and  injured  of  these 
villages.  In  the  DAK  TO  area,  the  battalion  aggressively  pursued  it  civil  affairs 
program  and  since  its  movement  to  a  now  area  of  operations  plans  are  being  for¬ 
mulated  '  to  continue  its  work  there. 

9.  (U)  Psychological  Operations:  An  audio  visual  team  of  the  8th  PSYOPS 
Battalion  operated  in  the  villages  of  the  Division  Artillery  sector  for  seven 
days.  Their  activities  were  confined  to  showing  low  key,  educational  movies. 

No  efforts  were  made  to  conduct  propaganda  or  comber  propaganda  because  of 
limited  planning  capabilities  for  such  activities. 

10.  (C)  SIGNAL  -  During  the  reported  period.  Division  Artillery  relied  on  the 
following  moans  of  communications}  VKF  and  wire,  secure  and  non-secure  M  Radio, 
Radio  Teletype,  and  messenger*  This  portion  of  the  report  is  divided  into  two 
parts:  Artillery  communications  and  base  camp  defense  communications. 

a.,  Artillery  communication: 

(1)  VHF  &  WIRE:  Division  Artillery  operates  no  VHF  systems,  but  used  VHF 
circuits  provided  by  the  Division  Signal  Battalion  and  the  area  system  provided  by 
li3rd  Signal  Battalion.  Primary  VHF  circuits  includ  two  to  each  forward  direct 
support  103  battalion,  two  to  52d  Group  Artiller„ ,  and  one  circuit  to  ?2d  Group 
Battalions  when  required.  local  wire  circuits  are  available  to. the  153  battalion, 
each  rear  headquarters  of  the  105  battalions,  the  Fire  Support  Coordination  Element 
the  Base  Camp  105  Battery,  the  division  tactical  switchboard,  and  the  base  camp 
switchboard.  Other  circuits,  which  have  been  installed  primarily  for  base  camp 
defense  coordination,  are  available  as  alternate  routes  for  artillery  communications 
The  primary  modification  of  wire  facilities  during  the  reporting  period  was  accomp¬ 
lished  by  the  installation  of  an  AN/KTC-10  switchboard  to  replace  the  separate  SB-* 
86's  formerly  used  as  the  HHB,  Div  Arty,  and  Div  Arty  TOC  switchboards.  The  ANAiTC- 
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10  provides  up  to  .120  circuits,  including  local  subscribers  and  trunks,  and  a  hot¬ 
line  console  to  provide  additional  operator  alert' on  priority  circuits.  Although 
this  switchboard  provid.es  improved  facilities  for  artillery  wire  communications,  it 
was  installed  primarily  to  support  the  additional  missions  of  base  camp  defense 
operations  coordination,  as  well  as  to  provide  adequate  facilities  in  the  event  the 
Division  Tactipal-  Operations  Center  is  incapacitated  and  it  becomes  .necessary  for  the 
Division  Artillery  TOC  to  adsume  the  functions  of  the  DTOC,  1 


(2)  EH  RADIO:  The  following  nets  provided  the  majority  of  DivArty  FM 
communications  during  the  reporting  period:.  DiyArty  CF  A,  Survey,  Sector  Defense, 
and  the  Base  Camp  Command  (ICC)  net.  A  OF  B  Net  and  Aviation  Net  were  available  as 
required.  Secure  voice  was  available  on  the  CF  A  Net  to  those  stations  within  1 Ln&* 
of-sighfc,  Ncn-secur'e  FM’  wecmaintaihed  with  battalions  boyond  lino-of-slght  thrdugh ' 
and  FM  retransmission  station  on  Dragon  Mountain.  KY-3S  secure  voice  devices  were.  - 
issued 'to  Division  Artillery  and 'subordinate  battalions  daring  this  period,  increase 
the  short-range  secure  voice  capability. 

(3)  RADIO  TELETYPE :  A  significant  increase  in  the  use  of  Radio  Teletype  • 
was  accomplished'  during  this  period,  Div  Arty  implemented  and  maintained  a  24  hour 
radio  teletype  net  using  newly  issued  AN/GRC~142s»  The  net  provides  secure  hard 
copy  communications  between  Division , Artillery  headquarters  and  each  of  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  battalions.'  Additional  equipment  has  permitted  widely  separated  batteries 
and  alternate  commend  posts  to  Join  tliis.net,  . 

(4)  MESSENGER:  Messengers  are  used  within  base  camp,  extensively,  and  to. 
the  forward,  areas'  as  requited. 

b.  Base  Gamp  Defense  Communications'.  As  Division  Artillery  has  the  additional 
mission  of  coordinating  base  camp  defense  operations,  additional  wire  and  radio 
communications  are. required  for  this  purpose, 

(l)  WIRE:  Direct  circuits  are  available  from  the  DivArty  switchboard  to 
each  of  five'sector  controls,  who  are  responsible  for  coordination  of  defensive 
measures  in  designated  portions  of  the  perimeter.  Additional  wire  circuits  are 
available  to  DTOG,  4th  Aviation,  and  4th  Medical  Battalion  for  the  coordination  of 
air  evacuation  missions.  Circuits  to  the  DivArty  Radar  detachment  and  searchlight  •• 
team  allow  coordination  of  those  activities.  Two  sole  user  circuits,  to  G3  Opns 
and  the  Commanding  General,  are  terminated ■ in  telophono  instruments  located  at  the 
control  center  for  defensive  operations,  ICC,  Those  lines  are  not  routed  through, 
any  switchboard.  In-  addition  to  these,  a  newly  installed  "hot  loop"  from  .ICC  to.' 
the  fire  sector  controls  and  the' DivArty  Radar  Detachment  provide  instant  confer-  • 
ence  capability  for  coordination  of  be, so  camp  defense  activities,,  with.no  switch-’ 
boards  involved.-  '  ,  ‘. 

■  (2)  -. EM  RADIO:  FM  provides  back  up' communications- to  the  sector  controls,- 

and,  when  required,  communications  to  patrols  and/or  nirpraft  in' areas  adjacent 
'to  base  .camp.  No  secure  voice  is  in  usg  at  this  time. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVWD-AC  31  January  W> 

Sp EJECT’:  Operational  Report  -■  Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  ending  ; 

31  January  1969,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Rl) 

SECTION  II,  LESSONS  LEARNED:  .  Commander’s  Observations*  Evaluations  and  Recom¬ 
mendations.  ...  •  •  '  ’  •  . 


1.  (0 )  '  PERSOpEL:  None,  '  ■  •  :  ‘  ‘ 

2.  (C)  OPERATIONS. .  _  :  '  . 

a.  TITLE:  Data  For  Air  Advisories 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  The  maximum  ordinate  for  each  charge  is  placed  on  their 

range  deflection  protractor  (RDP).  Each  charge  shows  the  maximum  ordinate  in  a  • 
different  color.  -  : 

i  ^  1 

(2)  EVADJATION:  Ey  placing  the  maximum  ordinate  on  the  RDP  in  this  manner, 
the  chart  operator,  after  ho  has  plotted  the  target,  can  record  range,  grid  and- 
maxi-rum  ordinate  directly  from  the  RDP.  This  procedure  eliminates  approximately 
Ho-60  seconds  reaction  time  and  allows  the  FDC  to  post  the  Air  Adivsory  almost  ' 
immediately. 

'  (3) -  RECOMTJENDAT JON :  That  all  firing  batteries  consider -placing  the  maximum 

.ordinate  data  on  the  RDP  and  further  expoditc-  the  posting  of  Air  Advisories. 

b.  TITLE:  8lmm  Mortar  Registrations  • 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  The  8lmm  mortars  of  the  Base  Car?)  Mortar/. Battery  wdro  not 
being  registered.-  _ 

(2)  EVAIUATIGN:  Prior  to  the  use  of  the  new  M37i'  8lmm  HE  round  there  was  »•'. 
no  established  procedure  for  the  registration  of  the  8lmm  mortar.  -  Using  the 

now  series  ammunition  and  the  -artillery  mean  point  of  impact  registration,  it  -is  - 
possible  .to  register  the  8lmm  mortar.  The  baso  cams  8lmm  mortar  fire"  has  sign¬ 
ificantly  improved  due  to  the  use  of  registration  coroctions.  Mot  messages  are 
worked  regularly  and  met-  data  is  used  to  update  the  registration  data*  • 

R E COMMEND AT ION :  That  all  8 1mm  mortar  sections  be  registered  and  that  correct 
ions  be  applied  and  updated  by  the  use  of  met  corrections.  ,  .  •  •  .  ‘  1 

c„  TITLE:  Checking  She-af  by  Radar 

*  ’  \  , 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  Due  to  tho  nonavailability  of  an  air  observer  or  artillery 
forward  observer,  radar  can  be  utilised  in  firing  a  sheaf  .check.  '  ,  1 

-  .  (2)  .  EVAHIATION:  In  using  radar  for  a  sheaf  check,  it  is.  best  .to  begin  the 
procedure  with  a  charge ■$  or  charge  6  registration.  When  the,  registration. is 
completed,  fird  three  rounds  with  each,  of  the  other 'pieces.  Have  the  radar 
observe  those  rounds  and  obtain  .an  average  of  the  last  two  rounds  (provided  they' 
meet  the  requirements  for  useable  rounds  in  a  registration).  Plot  the  mean  point 
of  impact  on  tho  firing  charts  for  each  piece.  From  this  it  can  be  determined  if 
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special  piece  corrections  must  be  applied  for  any  piece  that  is  firing  across 

the  shoaf,  Nest,  the  range  to  burst  for  each  high  burst  must  be  measured  and  j 

compared  to  the  height  of  burst,,  EXAMPLE:  The  data  from  the  six  useable  rounds  , 

for  a  charge  6  registration  for  a  105m  howitzer  battery  (5  tubes)  was:  height 

of  burst  494  meters,  range  to  burst  6080  meters,  (This  data  is  used  as  a  basis  of 

corrections  for  the  ether  pieces)*  The  mean  data  obtained  from  the  three  rounds 

of  the  other  pieces  was: 

,  #1  -  Height  of  Burst  496M,  Range  to  Burst  6020M. 

ifZ  -  Height  of  Burst  489M,  Range  to  Burst  610GM,  ■  ' 

#4  ~  Height  of  Burst  446M,  Range  to  Burst  6040M, 

#5  -  Height  of  Burst  491M,  Range  to  Burst  6070M, 

1C0/R  =  17  (Thi3  is  used  as  the  basis  for  correction).  ! 

Taking  into  consideration  piece  distribution,  the  data  for  each  piece  is  compared  . 

to  the  registration  data  fired  by  the  ’gase  piece.  Looking  at  the  results  from  #1,  I 

the  range  was  diort  of  the  mean,  but  the  height  of  burst  was  2  meters  above  the  J 

mean.  Considering  piece  distribution,  negative  corrections  were  applied  to  Hi  as  ( 

the  correction  to  quadrant  v/as  less  than  1  mil.  No  corredtions  were  applied  to  j 

#2  as  the  height  of  burst  was  5  meters  below  the  mean,  but  the  range  greater.  Here 
again  the  total  correction  would  have  been  less  than  1  m2  (using  iOO/r) .  #4  gave 

us  a  difference  of  -48  meters  height  of  burst.  Tide  amounted  to  a  piece  corrocti.n 
48  mils.  (48$  of  17  which  va3  10C/R).  No  corrections  were  applied  to  #5  as  the 
-3  meters  in  height  of  burst  again  gave  a  correction  of  less  than  1  nil.  After  the 
correction  of  48  mils  wus  applied. to  the  quadrant  of  #4,  twe  more  rounds  were  fired 
and  the  following  mean  data  was  obtained  from  radar.  Height  of  Burst  A98M,  Range 
to  Burst  6,050M,  ; 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  artillery  units  use  this  method  of  checking  their  sheaf 
when  no  forward  observer  or  air  observer  ,1b  available, 

d.  TITLE:  Use  of  Firecracker  in  Defense  of  a  Battery  Position. 


(1)  OBSERVATION:  Firecracker  can  be  effectively  employed  by  a  firing 
battery  in  defenso  of  its  own  position, 

(2) .  EVALUATION:  Upon  receipt  of  an  azimuth  and  a  range  to  individuals  in 
the  open  500  motors  from  the  battery  position,  the  firo  direction  center  converts 
the  azimuth  to  a  firing  deflection  and  the  following  firecracker  data  was  fired 

by  a  105mm  Howitzer  M101.:  Charge  1,  time  2,0  Quadrant  90C.  A  surveillance  of  the 
target  area  rovoaled  excellent  ground  covorago  from  45Q  to  550  motors  out  from  the 
battory  position. 


RECOMMENDATION:  That  artillery  units  consider  using  this  method  of  self-de¬ 
fense  when  the  terrain  is  favorable  and  support  by  other  artillery  units  is  very 
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e.  TITLE:  Self  Illumination,  ■  •  '  . 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  In  the  emriroment  of  South  Vietnam,  a  battery  can  ' 
effectively  illuminate  the  area  around  its  own  position, 

(2)  EVALUATION:  For  a  105mm  howitzer  (KLOl)  battery  illumination  of  the 
immediate  area  outside  a  battery  position  can  be  accomplished  by  placing  the  tube 
to  fire  on  the  desired  azimuth  (taking  into  consideration  possible  effects  of  the 
wind),  firing  charge  1  with  a  fuze  setting  of  5,0  and  a  quadrant  of  1,050.  ,-A 
fuze  setting  of  less ’than  5.0  frequently  causes  the  parachute  to  rip.  At  this  • 
quadrant,  the  illumination  turns  cut  3  to  5  sedonds  before  hitting  the  ground, 

RECOMMEND: ■  T ION :  When  no  light  or  medium  artillery  is  available  to  cover  a 
fire  support  base  with  illumination,  self-illumination  is  a  very  adequate  solution  ~ 
to  the  problem.  Impact  of  the  canister-must  be  considered. 

I  * 

f.  TITLE:  Capabilities  of  FACAC  -  Firing  Three  Danger  close  Missions  Siraulta- 
.neously 

• (l)  -OBSERVATION:  FADAC  ig  advantageous  in  the  simultaneous  firing  of  . 
three  danger-close  missions, 

1  ,  , 

(2)  EVALUATION:  If  a  FADAC  is  set  up  (and  continually  update)  with  all 
pertinent  firing  data  typed  into  A,B,C,  and  D  batteries,  when  the  situation  occurs 
that  three  mission  must  be  fired  at  the  same  time,  one  mission  is  assigned  to  and 
computed  by  "A" .Battery,  fcho  second  mission  fey  Battery,  and  the  third  by  "C" 
Battery.  Each  time  the  observer  makes  a  correction,  the  battery  to  which  the 
mission  is  assigned  is  given  the  correction  and  new  firing  data  obtained.  Having 
•the  FADAC  set  up  in  this  manner  helps  to  alleviate  a  complicated  situation. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Artillery  \mits  should  sot  up  their  FADACS  so  that  three  or 
four  missions  can  be  fired  simultaneously; 

g.  TITLE:  Fire  Hazards  On  Fire  Bases. 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  During  the  dry  season  in  Vietnam,  the  high  grass  poses 

v  definite  threat  of  fire  which  can  sweep  through  the  fire  base  in  a  matter  of 
minutes, 

(2)  EVALUATION:  Experience  has  shown  that  it  is  imperative  that  special 
attention  be  given  to  the  areas  selected  for  fire  buses  particularly  during  the 
dry  season  and  a  capability  to  remove  the  dry  grass  be  provided. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  the  dry  grass  be  removed  from  the  battery  position  area 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  battery,  Thi3  can  be  accomplished  by  the  advance 
oarty  or  by  including  WF  in  the  preparation  fires  or  by  air  lifting  with  the  advance 
party  a  bulldozer  to  clear  the  areas.  If  burning  is  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
advance  party,  fire  breaka  and  other  control  methods  must  be  utilized. 
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h®  TITLE:  Olearance  of  Fires  *>  8lmm  and  U » 2 !t  mortar  Illumination  rounds 

i 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  There  is  no  SO?  for  debris  and  cannister  impact  clearance 
for  the  firing  of  li„2"  and  8lmm  mortar  illumination  rounds , 

(2)  EVADJATION:  A  thorough  study  of  mortar  firing  technigues  was  recently 
conducted  at  .the  !jth  Infantry  Division  Base  Camp  Mortar  Battery*  Illumination 
tables  for  the  2"  mortal-  (FT  U.2-H-2,  Aug  68)  givo  the  predicted  range  to  impact. 

Thus,  for  firing  of  a  b.2M  Illuminating  round,  an  area  is  cleared  as  shown  in 
f-imirc  1  below  proper  clearance  for  the  firing  of  an  8lmm  illumination  presents  a 
two->fold  problem.  The  illumination  burst  can  come  on  either  the  ascending  or 
decending  branch  of  the  trajectory.  Illumination  tables  for  tho  81mm  mortar  (FT 
81-A3-2,  Dec  6$)  do  not'  give  the  predicted  range  to  impact,  The  most  accurate 
data  given  in  the  table  which  can  be  used  to  determine  and  area  which  must  be 
cleared  is  the  Range  to  Burst  distance,  A3  tho  8lmmtrajectory  is  nearly  vertical 
when  the  burst  occurs,  a  suitable  buffer  none  can  be  devised,  A  clearance  area 
can  be  easily  constructed  for  a  burst  which  occurs  on  the  decending  branch  of  the 
trajectory  and  the  predicted  point  of  impact  can  be  assumed  to  be  at  or  near  the 
point  on  the  ground  directly  below  the  burst  point®  Using  this  point  as  a' point 
of  origin,  a  circle  of  £00m  radius  is  cleared  as  shown  in  figur  2  below.  Clearance 
of  6 limn  Illumination  which  is  to  bui‘3t  on  the  ascending  branch  of  the  trajectory 
presents  a  more  difficult  problem*  Not  only  must  the  area  undor  tho  predicted 
burst  point  b@  cleared  but  provisions  mat  be  made  to  alPnr  and  area  at  the  aurgt 

(impact)  range  of  the  descending  branch  of  .the  trajectory,  should  the  fuze 
funs t ion  and  the  round  continue  on  to  impact.  Figure  3  depicts  the" ‘area’ cleared 
where  elmm  mortar  'illumination5,  bursting  ori  the  ascending  branch,  is  fired, 

RECOMMENDAT JD'rJ :  That  the  buffer  zones  as  depicted  by  figures  1  through  3 
be  accepted  as  SOP  for  the  clearance  for  firing  81mm  and  U»2"  mortar  illumination 
rounds. 

i,  TITLE:  Capabilities  of  FADAC  «  Firing  beyond  maximum  range  or  OFT  and  TFT, 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  FADAC  is  advantageous  when  firing  targets  at  a  range  be¬ 
yond  the  maximum  range  on  the  graphical  and  tabular  firing  tables, 

(2)  EVADJATION:  If  the  battery  altitude  is  greater  than  the  target  altitude 
and/or  the  direction  of  fire  is  affected  by  a  tail  wind,  FADAC  win  compute 
firing  data  beyond  the  maximm  range  listed  in  the  firing  tables.  When  a  target, 
is  located  beyond  tho  maximum  range  fan, -FADAC  will  compute  firing  data  up 
to  1,000  meters  beyond  the  maximum.  The  maximum  range  that  can  be  fired  depends 
on  the  amount  of  difference  between  battery  and  target  altitude  and  the  intensity 
of  the  tail  wind, 

RECOMMENDATION:  Before  a  mission  is  cancelled  because  it  falls  just  beyond 
•the  range  capabilities  fan,  try  conpu+irig  the  mission  with  FADAC® 
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Artillery  adjustment  Training  for  SE?ls 


(1)  OBSERVATION:  Artillery  adjustment  classes  presented  to  short  range  ■ 
patrols  by-  artillery  forward  observers  and  liaison  officers  are  increasing  the  ' 
proficinney  with  which  infantrymen  employ  artillery. 

(2)  SVAHJATION:  Informal  classes  in  calling  for  and  adjusting  artillery 
have  shown  a-  marked  increase  in  the  proficiency  with  which  infantrymen  employ 
artillery.  The-  classes  are  accompanied  by  a  service  practice  whenever  possible. 
The  classes  have  replaced  the  hesitancy  by  the  infantrymen  to  use  artillery  .with 

a  foeling  of  confidence  in  the  use  of  artillery.  The  infantry  his  shown  a  desire 
to  learn  and  improve  upon  calls  for  fire.  The  need  for  these  classes  arose  as  a 
result  of  the  short  range  patrols  not  being  able  to  have  an  artilleryman  co-located 
with  them.  It  is  planned  to  continue  these  informal  classes  to  maintain  the  info 
antrymen’s  proficiency.  ■  -  • 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  the  program  of  small,  informal  sessions  On  artillery 
calls  for  fire  and  subsequent  adjustment  be  continually  implemented. 

U.  (C)  INTELL1ENCB  " 


TITLE:  Use  of  Radar  Shields 


(1)  033  RVATIDN:  In  a  weapons  attack  on  a  fire  base  that  is'  covered  by  radar* 
the  NVA  utilize  two  or  more  firing  positions.  These  positions  are  far  enough 

apart  that  the  beam  of  the  radar  will  only  be  able  to  cover  one  firing  position.' 
at  a  time. 

•  > 

(2)  EVADJATION:  Tho  NVA  set  up  multiple  firing  positions  in  planning  a  wea¬ 
pons  attack  on  a  fire  base  that  is  within  observation  range  of  a  Radar  (or  a  fire 
base  that  has  a  Radar  set  located  on  it).  The  NVA  tactic  is  to  observe  the  radar 
orientation  and  to  fire  fro®  a  position  that  is  outside  of  the  radar's  beam.  ■' 

When  the  radar  screen  is  turned  to  this  firing  position,  the  NVA  employ  the  second 
firing  position.  A  canvas  or  camvoflage  net  shield  can  be  constructed  around  the 
radar  screen  using  a  light  wooden  frame  or  bamboo  poles  to  hold  the  canvas/net  in 
place.  This  should  be  a  temporary  shield  to  be' utilized  only  when  a  weapons  • 

•  attack  of  this  type  occurs,  The  shield  will  deny  the  enemy  observation  of  the  • 
direction  in  which  tho  radar  screen  is  oriented  without  hindering  the  operation 
of  the  radar  set.  ’  '  1 


RECObHENDAT IDN 1  That  artillery  units  consider  using  a  sheld  to  provont  the 
enemy  observing  the  direotioa  a  radar  screen  is  oriented.1 
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AVDDD-AC  .->1  January  1969  ' 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  »  Lessons  learned  ior  the  period  end.uig  1  • 

31  Jamary  1969*  TCS  CSF0R-65{R1)  - 

^^)L0gJ3TICS 

a,  TITLE:  Controlled  FADAC  Maintenance  Program. 

(1}  OBSERVATION:  The  FaDAO  system  which  includes  the  FADAC  itself  and 
the  liOO,  cycle  generator  is  a  highly  sensitive  system  and  as  such  is  subject  to  a 
high  deadline  rate.  ?  • 

(2)  EVAIDATION:  A  carefully  controlled  maintancnce  program  is  required  to 
"keep  FADAC  system  operational.  A  FADAC  maintenance  program  can  be  established 
under  the  direct  control  of  .the  33 ,  A  FADAC  project  office- (assistant  S3)  is-, 
assigned  the  responsibility  of  suporviso-irig  both  the  preventive  and  repair  main¬ 
tenance  for  the  FADAC  system.  The  project  officer  instructs  the  batteries  in  the 
proper  maintenance  of  the  FADAC.  He  also  monitors  the  EADAC  publications  status 
to  insure  that  all  required  publications  are  either  present  or  on  re question*  v 
.When  either  a  FADAC  or  generator  becomes  inoperable,  the  project  officer  is  not¬ 
ified.  With  all  the  resources  of  the  Battalion  at  his  command,  the  project  off¬ 
icer  quickly  determines  the  £reblera  and  with  the  help  of  the  battalion  and  suppo.- 1 
maintenance,  the  FADAC  is  quickly  returned  to  operation0 

RECOr-MENDATIDNs  That  units  having  the  FADAC  system  appoint  a  FADAC  project 
officer. 

6.  (U)  ORGANIZATION:  None 

7.  (U)'  TACTICAL  COVER  AND  DECEPTION:  None 

8.  (C)  OTHER: 

a.  TITLE:  Regular  Visits  to  CA  Villages  by  a  Medical  Doctor. 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  Sequent  and  regular  visits  to  each  village  provided  more 
comprehensive  medical  care  and  allows ‘for  the  use  of  drags  which  could  not  be 
employed  if  follow-up  visits  were  sporadic. 

(2)  CVAHJATIONj  A  considerable  ammount  of  rapport  must  bo  established 

with  the  Montagnard  and  Viol.nameso  Villages  and  their  hamlet  chiefs  before  medical 
pare  pan  00  provided  effeol, ivelv,  l'livl.hor  the  ii«i  ii»i(. ivu  l.r.mfiiwili  of  many  of 
the  common  dJouaoes  oopeo  ioJLly  ltnlari*'.  mid  luboroulooJo  r<nju  ires  tho  use  of  ‘druge 
for  a  relatively  long  poriod  of  time  and  w-  ic'n  may  have  adverse  side  effects* 

Both  objectives  can  only  bo  achieved  by  regular  and  frequent  follow-up. 

RECOil-iENDATION:  Units  engaged  in  civic  action  should  encourage  regular  visits 
by  the  medical  officer. 

b.  TITLE:  Use  of  Higher  Echelon  Medical  Facilities 

(l)  OBSERVATION?  Medical  units  which  provide  a  holding  facility  and  labor¬ 
atory  are  available  to  the  indig  incus.  population  upon  referral  by  a  medical 
office:*. 

lOMDENTM 
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AVDDH-GC-MH  (31  Jan  69)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Division  Artillery,  4th  Infantry  Division 

oi  r_ _ _  — _  •»  a/« 

1U1  1WJ.U u  uuiuujj  UdiiuSU'jr  JL707 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS  4TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION,  APO  SF  96262 

Commanding  General,  I  Field  Force,  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVFA-GC-OT,  APO  9630? 

(U)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  and  concurs  with  the  Division  Artillery 
Operational  Report  —  Lessons  Learned. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER : 


HIRBER#J^/McCffiIST^  JR; 
Colonel,  Go 
Chief  or  Staff 
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AVFA-GC-OT  (31  Jan  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  4th  Infantry  Division  Artillery  for 
period  Ending  3i  January  1969*  RCS  CSFOR-65  (ill)  (U) 

DA*  Headquarters*  I  Field  Force  Vietnam*  APO  96350  ?  5l  MAR  1989' 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96375 

(G)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  and  makes  the  follow¬ 
ing  comments: 

a.  Reference  Section  I,  paragraph  2g(2),  Metro ,  I  FFORCEV  Artillery 
records  show  that  87  soundings  were  aborted  during  the  reporting  period. 

It  is  also  stated  that  over  700  messages  were  produced.  If  six  success¬ 
ful  soundings  are  made  each  day,  the  maximum  possible  number  of  soundings 
is  552  for  the  reporting  period, 

b.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  4,  Use  of  Radar  Shields,  The 
screen  is  not  practical  where  helicopters  must  operate  close  to  the  radar 
unless  it  can  be  taken  down  quickly, 

c.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  8a(2),  Regular  Visits  to  GA  Villages 
by  a  Medical  Doctor.  Those  visits  are  most  beneficial  when  coordinated 

in  advance  with  GVN  village  and  hamlet  chiefs  through  US  Advisor*.  RECOM¬ 
MENDATION  :  That  prior  coordination  be  effected  with  appropriate  US  advisor*. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  fum* 

4th  Inf  Div  Arty 


3  9  DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAS  INTERVALS; 

DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
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AVHGC-DST  (31  Jar.  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Brding  31 
January  1969,  fiCS  GSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  AM,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  4  MAR  1969 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for 
the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1969  from  Headquarters,  4th  Infan¬ 
try  Division  Artillery  and  concurs  with  the  report  and  the  indorsements 
of  the  intermediate  headquarters. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 

C.  0.  WHSON 
1LT,  AQC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Cy  furn: 

4th  Inf  QLv  Arty 
I  Field  Force  RVN 


GPOP-DT  (31  Jan  69)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  4th  Inf  Div  Arty  for  Period  Ending 
31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  $5  APR  1969 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Array,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed, 

2.  Reference  Section  I,  paragraph  9,  Psychological  Operations:  The 
reference  to  limited  planning  capabilities  is  not  clear.  The  effective* 
ness  of  PSYOP  is  directly  related,  to  the  planning  devoted  to  its  employment. 
The  absence  in  this  report  of  any  other  reference  to  the  employment  of 
PSYOP  forces  or  materials  is  noteworthy. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


*/— 


C.  L  SHOBI*' 
CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 


Cy  furn: 
CG  USARV 
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.  AUTILLEHY  TSSK  OMiSIZATlDH 

1*  (C)  Artillery  Task  Organization  as  of  1  November  l?68s 


1st  Bde 
6-2$ ' Arty  DS 
A/6-2?  DS  1-8  Inf 
B/6-2?  DS  3-12  Inf 


2d  Sde 

I^Trty  DS 
A/V42  DS  23d  ARVN 
E/U-U2  DS  1-12  Inf 
CA“1»2  DS  1-22  Inf 


3d  Bde 
2-$~  Arty  DS 
A/2-9  D3  1-12»  Inf 
B/2-9  DS  2-35  Inf 
C/2-9  DS  1-35  Tat 
C/6-29  DS  3-8  Inf 


Base  Camp 
IThB  Div  Arty 
5-16  (-) 

S/5-16  (3-155) 

DC  Btry  (6-105)  (2-105ea  IS  Arty) 
It— U  •  2  Mortars 
lt-6lmm  Mortars 


Div  Arty 
'5-l6  Arty  OS 
A/5-16  GSR  2-9 
a/5-16  GSR  8-1*2 
C/5-16  GSR  6-29 
D/5-16  GSR  6-2? 


2*  Supporting  Artillery 


•  tOA  A 

/  UU  tu  UJ 

3-6  (-)  Arty  OS 
A/3-6  GS  ?ku  Def 
3/3-6  DS  2-8  Inf 
6-llt  Arty  GS 
5-22  Arty  GS 
S/5  *22  Arty  GSR  l|-i»2 


'X. 

1-92  Arty  GS 
A/1-92  GSR  6-29 
a/1-92  GSR  2-9 
C/1-92  GS 
C/7-15  Arty  GS 


IFFV  Arty 

HA-60  AW  (W2t2) 
ia/lt-60  AH’  (-)  (MltR) 
3-29  3LT 


-u  On  1  Nov  68,  A/3-6  moved  to  Arty  Hill  GS  of  the  Pleiku  District* 

8.  On  2  Nov  68,  B/3-6  moved  to  ZA  079  220. 

5.  On  3  Nov  68,  V5-22  (1-8»,1-175)  moved  to  Ban  Me  Thuot  (ZA  189  958),  G3  of 
Sector. 

6.  On  6  Nov  68,  D/5-16  (2-8«)  moved  to  YB  95 7  239,  GSR  6-2?  Arty. 

7#  On  8  Nov  68 ,  -C/8-82  -  moved  to  ZA  COO  220,  DS  1-22. Inf. 

8.  On  9  Nov  68,  8/5-22  (1-8”,  1-175)  returned  to  Ban  Me  Thuot  E  (AQ  882  017),  OS* 

9.  On  11  Nov  68,  B/l-92  moved  to  YA  832  178,  GSR  2-9  Arty  under  OPCON  3-6  Arty. 

10.  On  11  Nov  68,  B/U-U2  moved  to  AQ  81*1  219,  DS  1-12  Inf. 

11.  On  11  Nov  68,  C/2-9  moved  to  YA  814*  251,  DS  1-35  Inf, 

12.  On  12  Nov  68,  A/6-2?  moved  to  13  8 39  221,  DS  1-8  Ihf* 
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13.  Oh  13  Nov  68,  A/k-h2  moved  to  AQ  826  101,  DS  23d  ARVN  Rangers. 

14.  On  l5  Nov  68,  B/3-6  moved  to  AR  982  378,  DS  l;th  Inf  Dlv  Provisional  Sr. 

15.  On  16  Nov  68,  B/3-6  moved  to  ZA  0?8  221,  D3  2-8  Jbf  OPCON  ’6-11*  Arty.  . , 

16.  On  16  Nov  68  B/l-92  moved  to  ZA  058  313  and  reverted  to  GS  mission. 

17.  •  On -18  Nov  68,  B/l-92  moved  to  ZA  226  535  GS  Pleiku  Defense. 

18.  0">  19  Nov  68,  E/1-92  (PLT)  moved  to  ZA  22  83  OPCON  to  6-11;  Arty.  ■  .  - 

19.  On  20  Nov  68,  A/3-6  moved  to  ZA  058  312,  DS  1-30  Cav,  . 

20*  :  On  2.0  Nov  68,  C/3-6  moved  to  ZA  226  535,  GS  Pleiku  Defense. 

21.  On  20  Nov  68,  C/1-92  moved  to  ZA  221;  535,  GS  Ple'ika  Defense. 

22.  On  25  Nov  68,  C/l-92  moved  to  7 A  223  829,  GS,  OPCON  to  6—11*  Arty. 

23.  On  2  Dec  68,  G/h-h2  move  to  ZA  226  636,  and  was  assigned  a  GS  mission, 

24.  On  1*  Dec  68,  A/l-92  moved  to  AR  83.8  737,  GS,  Opcon  6-11*  Arty. 

25.  On  5 'Dec  68,  A/3-6  moved  to  ZA  183  907  GS,  OPCON  6-31*  Arty. 

26a  On  6  Dec  68,  C/2-9  moved  to  ZA  087  656  DS  Task  Force  Bra  .'e  III. 

27.  On  1J.  Dec  68,  3/2-9  was  split  3  ways,  2  tubes  moved  to  AQ  825  181*  in  D3  of 

•  2-39  ARvNj  2  tubes  moved  to  IB  861;  767  in  DS  2-35  in#  and  tl-o  other  2  tubes  were 

moved  to  TO  903  755  in  SS  CSF  Camp  Due.  Lap. 

28,.  On  12  Dec  68,  3/6-29  moved  to  ZB  00?  216,  DS  1-22  Inf. 

29,  On  13  Dec  68,  13/6-2 9  moved  to  ER  207  531,  DS  3-12  Elf. 

30-.  On  13  Dec  68,  C/6-29  returned  to  Bass  Camp,  GS  of  Carp  ESiari  Defense* 

3U  On  13  Dec  68,  C/2-9  moved  to  YA  853  1*57  DS  1-35  3hf. 

32.  On  U*  Dae  68,  C/6-29  moved  to  BR  Q3i*  535,  IB  3-8  Inf. 

33.  On  15  Dec  68,  E/2-9  rogrouped  as  one  battery  at  AQ  82 5  181*,  D3  2-35  Inf* 

34.  On  15  Dec  68,  C/l*4*2  moved  to  ZB  006  217,  D3  1-8  3hf. 

35.  On  16  Dec  68,  C/W*2  moved  to  YB  988  153,  DS  1-22  Ihf.' 

36.  on  22  Deo  68,  A/1-92  moved  to  BR  038  5i*0,  GSR  6-29  Arty. 

37.  On  21*  Deo  68,  A/l-92  (PLT)  moved  to  BR  090  630  GSR  1*-1;2  Arty. 
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38*  On  2 U  Dec  68,  C/l-92  (PLT)  mev.i  to  HI  038  5U0,  GS  TF  Winner- 

39!.  On  2i*  Dec  68,  A/l*-l*2  returned  to  Base  Camp,  GS  Carp  Enari  Defense* 

40*  On  26  Dec  68,  Div  Arty  Formed  a  TOC  at  BR  063  53i*  (  FB  Blackhawk  )  in  ,  .pport 

of  TF  Vinner.^  Operation  terminated  on  1*  Jan  69 o 

4ia  On  27  Dec  68,  A/l*-l*2  moved  to  HI  233  233  DS  3-1*7  ARVN. 

42,  On  28  Dec  68,  C/3-6  my,ved  ZA  186  903  to  relieve  A/3-6  in  place  DS  1-10  Cav. 

43,  On  29  Dec  68,  A/3 -6  returned  to  Arty  Hill,  GS  Pleibu  Defense* 

44-  On  30  Dec  68,  C/5-16  moved  to  ZB  0l*8  21?,  GSR  6-29  Arty. 

45*  On  3  Jan  6 9,  C/l-92  (-)  moved  to  ZA  117  673,  GS  2l*th  STZ,  OPCON  6-11*  Arty  • 
46<  On  13  Jan  69,  A/U-U2  returned  to  Base  Carp,  GS,  Carp  Enari  Defense. 

HI-  On  16  Jan  69,  A/l*-l*2  moved  to  AR  963  31*2  DS  TF  Biases. 

43,  On  1?  Jan  69,  C/l-92  (PLT)  moved  to  Plei  Wrong  to  provide  mutual  support  for 

C/2-9  in  Vic  ZA  035  661*. 

»  ** 

49.  On  19  'Jan  69,  A/l*-!*2  moved  to  ZA  228  838  (FB  Mary  Lou),  GS  2d  Bde. 

50.  On  19  Jan  69,  A/1-92  moved  to  ZA  222  533  (Arty  Hill),  GS  Pleiku  Defense. 

51.  On  22  Jan  6 9,  A/1-92  moved  to  ZA  057  312,  GS  in  3d  Bde  AO,  OPCON  3-6  Arty,. 

52,.  On  21*  Jan  69,'  C/5-16  moved  to  ZA  110  276  (Old  Plei  Djereng)  GSR  2-9  Arty."  • 

53.  On  27  Jan  69,  D/5-16  moved  to  ZA  098  833,  GS  in  2d  Bde  AO. 
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AND  CLEARED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE 
UNDER  DOD  DIRECTIVE  5200,20  AND 
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